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COMMISSIONI^R  BUREAU  REFUGKUS,  FIIEEDMEN,  il 


War    I ) E P AR T3I Fj^S 'l\ 
BlREAl"  liEFlGEES,  !"'REEDMEN,  A?iD  ARAADOKEI)  LA^N'DS, 

W((shi)!gton,  IK  C,  October  liO,  1S(59. 

Sir  :  1  liiive  the  hoiioi-  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  liis  exeel- 
leney  the  Piesich'nt  of  the  United  States  the  followin<i'  report,  called 
for  by  an  act  of  Congress  ai»itro\ed  ]Marcli  .'>,  18(ir> : 

Since  my  hist  annual  report  mat<'rial  clianges  have  l)een  made  in  the 
operations  of  this  l>ureau  in  accor(huice  witli  the  acts  of  Congress  relat- 
ing thereto.  The  act  of  July  1*5,  ISGS,  required  the  Commissioner  "to 
cause  the  Bureau  to  ))e  withdrawn  from  the  several  vStates  within  which 
said  Bureau  has  acted,  and  its  oi)erations,  excepting  the  educational  and 
bounty  divisions,  to  be  discontinued  on  the  tirst  day  of  January,  l.Sfi'J,"'' 

Orders  were  issued  and  measur(\s  adopted  for  etiectiug  this  change 
with  the  least  possi])le  violence.  Xotice  was  given  to  officers,  agents, 
and  clerks  that  their  services  wonhl  not  be  needed  after  December  .U, 
1808.  The  freecbnen  were  early  informed  that  they  nnist  look  to  tlu' 
civil  nmgistrates  for  protection  of  their  rights  and  redress  of  their 
wrongs,  and  that  the  sup[»lies  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  destitute, 
medicines  and  care  for  the  sick,  the  transportation  of  laborers  to  new 
homes,  ami  all  oversight  and  assistance  in  nmking  contracts,  must  very 
soDii  cease.  Disbursing  officers  v\"ere  instructe<l  to  settle  outstanding 
accounts,  and  to  sell  the  pul)lic  ])r.>perty  no  longer  needed.  The  aban- 
doned lauds  still  re])orted,  but  of  vciy  little  value,  were  ordered  to  bi- 
restored  to  the  owners  thereof,  or  di<)[»[>ed  from  the  returns. 

These  orders  were  promptly  executed,  and  the  law  strictly  enforced, 
with  one  exception.  It  was  found  that  the  freednu'u's  hos}»itais  at  Xew 
Orleans.  La.,  Vu-ksburg,  Miss.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  IJichmond,  Va..  and 
Washington,  J).  C,  could  not  be  closed  at  once  withont  exposing  many 
utterly  helpless  patients  to  great  distress.  The  local  authorities  refused  lo 
assume  the  charge  of  these  hospitals,  and,  after  consult  ing  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  receiving  his  approval,  it  was  determined  to  continue  them 
until  an  ai>i)i'al  could  be  made  to  Congress  for  further  action.  Tlire<'  of 
these  have  since  l)een  closed,  and  oidy  those  in  IJicIimond,  Va..  and  in 
this  city  remain,  whose  continuance  was  authorized  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  Ai)ril  7,  18(>1). 

The  reduction  of  force  aiul  work  within  the  last  yeai-  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  comparison:  One  year  ago  there  were  on  duty  in  this 
Bureau  one  hundred  and  forty-one  (141)  commissioned  otHcers,  four  hun- 
dred and  twelve  (11-)  ci\iliau  agents,  and  three  hundred  and  tbi-ty-eight 
(oLS)  clerks.  At  present  there  are  lifti'en  (1."))  commissioned  ollicers, 
seventy-one  (71)  civilian  agents,  and  seventy-two  (72)  clerks.  A  year 
ago  clothing  ami  rations  were  distributed  to  the  destitute,  (posting  nine- 
ty-three thousand  seven  hundred  and    fn'e  <lol!ars  (sl>.'>,7(>.1)  per  montli. 


4  REPORT    OF    THE    COMMISSIONER    OF    THE 

At  jirt'sciit  no  such  sii|>])lics  arc  issued,  except  to  the  sick  in  h(>s])itals. 
At  tlie  (hite  of  tlic  lasi  annual  report  there  were  in  oix'ration  twenty 
one  (lit)  liospitals  and  forty  ei<;l it  (4S)  dispensaries,  witli  tive  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (.5,.301>)  patients  and  eij>hty-five  (S,"))  sur- 
^i'eons.  Now  there  are  two  (1*)  hosjMtals,  no  <lis))ensaries,  witli  tive  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  (541)  patients  and  five  (5)  surgeons.  Duiiiif;-  the  last 
year  trans))ortation  Avas  furnished  to  six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  (d.lSl)  persons,  and  four  thousand  ei^ht  hundrc(l  and  Hftccn 
(4,SI.~»)  paeka<;es  of  stores,  at  a  eost  of  twenty-four  thousand  eiu'ht  hun- 
ilred  and  forty  (><24,S4())  (h)llars  per  month.  Xow  no  transportation 
orders  are  issued,  and  the  only  expenditures  tor  tliis  service  is  for  niile- 
aj-e  or  actual  expenses  of  olTicers  traveling;' under  orders.  ^Vll  dishurse- 
nients  are  now  made  from  this  ollice.  .Vccurate  records  are  kept  of  all 
linancial  transactions,  and  a  minute  history  of  every  claimant's  account 
which  is  settled  throuuh  this  l>ureau.  S()  loii«;- as  the  educational  and 
bounty  divisions  shall  be  continued,  it  will  not  be  practicalde  nor  safe 
to  nndvc  any  further  reduction  of  the  force  noAV  employed  in  tliis  ofllce 
and  the  several  States. 

The  operations  committed  to  my  charge  having"  been  l)rought  within 
comi)aratively  narrow  bounds,  and  in  several  dei)ai'tnu'nt.s  entirely 
ch)sed,  a  gem>ral  review  of  the  woik  done  and  a  condensed  re])ortof  the 
results  attained  seem  io  be  calh'd  for. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  tliis  T>nr<'an,  and  early  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war,  it  was  seen  by  intelligent  military  ollicers,  and  by 
statesnuMi  in  Washington,  that  the  condition  of  the  colored  peoi)le  set 
free  by  the  army  demanded  earnest  atti'iition  and  wise  consideration. 
lu  February,  XSIL^  (leiu'ral  T.  AV.  Sherman  issued  an  or«h'r*  a])]>ealing 
to  the  benevolent  and  i»hilanthroi>ic  people  of  the  land  in  behalf  of  the 
heli)less  blacks  of  South  Carolina  ^vithin  the  limits  of  his  connnand. 
He  not  only  begs  for  contributions  of  clothing  and  otlun-  necessaries  of 
life,  but  says:  "-To  relieve  the  government  of  a  burden  that  may  here- 
after become  insupportable,  and  to  enable  the  blacks  to  supi)ort  and  gov- 
ern tliemselves  in  the  absence  and  abandonment  of  their  disloyal  guar- 
dians, a  suitable  system  of  culture  and  instruction  must  be  combined 
with  one  providing  for  their  ])hysical  wants."  Similar  urgent  a])i»eals 
were  made  by  Connuodore  Dn  Pont  and  others,  the  <lemands  for  heli> 
increasing  as  the  territoiy  occupied  by  our  forces  was  enlarged.  A 
deep  interest  was  aroused  in  the  northern  States,  and  very  soon  several 
relief  associations  were  organized  for  the  iMir]»ose  of  collecting  and  for- 
warding supidies  and  supi)orting  teachers,  preachers,  and  suju'rintend- 
ents  of  labor.  The  President  and  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Treasury  heartily  ap])roved  these  efforts,  and  gave  such  aid  as  their 
lindted  powers  Avould  ])ermit.  Tlu'  first  imi»ortant  expedition  was  the 
sailing  of  about  sixty  (00)  volunteer  laborers,  among  whom  wei-e  ^Irs. 
Senator  Harlan  and  fifteen  (1."))  other  ladies,  on  the  3d  of  JNIarch,  ISfJi', 
ui)on  the  steamer  Atlantic,  laden  with  army  stores  for  our  trooi)s  atP<nt 
Ivoyal,  S.  C.  This  company  of  teachers  and  superintendents  of  lal)or, 
umler  charge  of  E.  L.  Pierce,  esq.,  of  Poston,  and  Pev.  ]\[ansfield 
French,  accomplished  a  very  good  work  on  the  islands  along  the  coast 
()f  South  Carolina.  They  distributed  food  and  clothing,  luirsed  the 
sick,  systenniti/i'il  labor,  and  organi/,<'d  schools.  During  the  first  year 
they  furnished  ninety-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four 
(ni,.s;U)  garnuMits,  thirty-five  thousa-.!  1  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
(35,829)  books  and  pamphlets,  five  thoiisaud  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 

*  Gi'UiTal  OnliTs  No.  9.  Dt-pavtiuont  of  the  South. 
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t'lM'  (.■").S!),"»)  yards  ol'  clotli,  tliicc  tlioiisaiid  dollars  (s;;,()()(l)  worth  of 
taiiniiii:,'  iiiipU'iiicMts  and  seeds,  and  had  ahout  thice  (lioiisand  (.'),()()()) 
seliohirs  uikU'V  iiistiuctioii.  Siinihir  efloits  weic  made  in  1S(JL*  ah)ii.i;'  the 
Atlantie  coast  Iroiii  tlie  District  ol"  Coliiialtia  t(t  I'Morida.  In  lS(i.!  (ieii 
eral  (Irant  apitoiiited  ivev.  A.  !S.  I""'iske,  chaplain,  sii]»eriiitendeiit  of  con 
ti'altands  in  his  department,  and  oi'dered  him  north  to  obtain  i-elief  lor 
more  than  tifty  thousand  (.")(), (»()(>)  star\  ini;-  relu<;-ees  on  the  hanks  of  tli'> 
]\Iississii)|)i.  A  quick  res])ouse  was  yiven  to  his  apiteals,  and  generous 
ii'ifts  of  clothin.ii'  and  money  were  placed  at  his  disposal. 

lUit  it  was  evident  to  thiidvini;-  men  that  these  noble,  benevolent 
efforts  could  not  fully  meet  the  demands  of  the  times.  The  numerous 
societies  orjiani/.ed  were  local  and  acted  inde])endeidly  of  each  (»tlier.  A 
i;eneral  i)lan  was  nee<led,  and  unity  of  action,  with  a  central  directin.n' 
power,  and  laru'ei-  means  than  could  be  furnished  by  i)rivate  charities. 

On  the  iL'th  of  January,  l<S(i,'>,  a  bill  was  presented  in  the  House  of 
Jicpresentatives  to  establish  ''a  IJureauof  l^hnanci])ation."  It  met  with 
much  opposition,  but  finally  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill,  entitled 
'•An  Act  to  establish  a  I>ureau  for  the  relief  of  FreednuMi  and  IJefu- 
inees,"  was  passed,  and  became  a  law  on  the  .'Jd  of  .Alarch,  ISO.").  1  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  Commissioner  of  this  Bureau  May  ll',  l.S(;."),*  and  on 
the  loth  entered  n\H)n  my  duties  and  hegan  the  Avork  of  or<;ani/ation. 

The  law  establishinj;-  the  Bureau  committed  to  it  "  the  conti ol  of  all 
subjects  relatiui*'  to  refugees  and  freedmenfrom  rebel  States,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  head  of  the  Bureau 
and  aiti)roved  l)y  the  President."''  This  almost  unlimited  authority  gave 
me  great  scope  and  liberty  of  action,  but  at  the  same  time  it  imposed 
upon  me  very  perplexing  and  responsible  (bities.  Legislative,  jiulicial, 
ami  executive  powers  were  cond)ined  in  juy  commission,  reaching  all 
the  interests  of  four  millions  of  ]ieo])le,  scattered  over  a  vast  territoiy, 
living  in  the  midst  of  am»ther  people  claiming  to  \h'  su])erior,  and  known 
to  be  not  altogether  friendly.  Jt  was  im[)ossible  at  the  outset  to  <lo 
jnore  than  hiy  down  a  few  general  principles  to  guide  the  ollicers 
assigned  as  assistant  commissioners  in  the  several  States.  These  offi- 
cers were  nuMi  of  well-tried  character,  and  to  them  was  comnntted  to  a 
considerable  extent  the  task  of  working  out  the  (h'tails  of  organization 
in  acconhuice  with  the  different  states  of  affairs  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. No  one  minute  system  of  rules  could  have  been  rigidly  adhered 
to  and  applied  in  every  part  of  the  southern  country.  1  therefore  set 
forth  clearly  the  objectst  to  be  attained  and  the  poAverst  which  the 
Bureau  could  legally  exercise,  and  left  it  to  my  subordinates  to  devise 
suitable  measures  for  effecting  these  objects. 

The  first  rejiorts  received  from  these  officers  ])resent  a  sad  [»icture  of 
Avant  and  misery.  Though  large  sums  of  money  had  been  contributed 
by  genei'ons  northern  peoi)le;  though  many  noble-lu'arted  men  and  wo 
men,  with  the  spirit  of  true  Chiistian  nnssionaries,  had  engaged  zeal- 
ously in  the  work  of  relief  and  instruction;  though  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments in  Washington,  and  military  commanders  in  the  tield,  had  done 
all  in  their  power;  yet  the  great  mass  of  the  colore<l  people,  just  freed 
from  slavery,  had  not  been  reached.  In  every  State  many  tlKuisands 
were  found  without  emi>loyment,  without  homes,  without  means  of  sub- 
sistence,ci'owdingintotownsaudaboid  nnlitaiy  l»osts,  wherethey  hoped  to 


*  General  Orders  No.  91,  War  Dei»artinent,  A.  G.  O.,  May  12,  1865. 
tSee  circular  No.  '2.  War  Department.  Hiirean  K.  F.  and  A.  L.,  May  10,  180;'). 
tCircular  NO.  :>,  War    Dcji.n  liii.iit.  I'.iir.-aii  \(.  F.  and  A.  L..  Wasliin-'-toii,  1)   C;     Mav 
30,  18«5.  '        ' 
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liinl  piott'ctiou  and  supplies.  The  suddcii  cDllapsc  of  tiic  rcbt'llioii, 
malciii^'  ('maiicii)atioii  an  actual,  universal  fact,  was  like  an  eaitlupiake. 
It  shook  and  sluittered  the  whole  social  system.  It  broke  u])  tlie  old 
industries  and  threatened  a  rei^n  ol  anarchy.  Even  the  well-dis])o.sed 
and  humane  hind  owners  were  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  or  how  to  be,i;iu  the 
work  »)f  reorj^anizing  society,  and  of  rebuildin*;'  their  ruined  fortunes. 
Very  few  had  any  knowledge  <»f  free  labor,  or  any  ho])e  that  their  former 
slaves  would  serve  them  faithfidly  for  waives.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
freed  jx'ople  were  in  a  state  of  .yreat  excitement  and  uncertainty.  They 
could  hardly  believe  that  the  liberty  i>rocIaimed  was  re;d  and  }ierma- 
nent.  ^lany  were  afraid  to  remain  on  the  same  soil  tliat  they  had  tilled 
as  slaves,  lest  by  some  trick  they  mii^ht  lind  themsehes  ajiain  in  bond- 
ajic.  Others  supposed  that  the  .iiovernment  would  either  take  the  en- 
tire'supervision  of  their  labor  and  sup])ort,  or  divide  amon^- them  the 
lands  of  con(juered  rebels,  and  furnish  them  with  all  that  might  Ix^  ne- 
cessary to  be.uin  life  as  independent  farnu'rs. 

In  such  an  unsettled  state  of  affairs  it  was  no  ordinary  task  to  inspire 
h(»stile  races  with  mutual  conlidence,  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  sick  and  starvin,i»-,  to  restore  social  order,  ami  to  set  in  motion  all 
the  wheels  of  industry. 

It  was  necessary  at  the  outset  to  attend  to  the  physical  wants  of  those 
who  were  actually  suflerin<i'.  The  sick,  infirm  old  men  and  women,  for- 
saken by  their  former  owners,  and  helpless  orphans,  too  young  to  earn 
their  support,  formed  the  most  i)itiable  class.  I  found  some  hos])itals 
and  asylums  already  in  existence,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  ]Mississipi)i  a 
systematic  plan  of  relief  for  the  destitute  sick  had  been'  adopted,  con- 
formed nuiinly  to  the  hos])ital  system  of  the  army,  by  wluch  assistance 
was  given  to  over  seventeen  thousand  (17,0()())  i)ersoiis.  In  this  district 
also  a  complete  relief  system  was  in  operation,  which  had  furnished,  in 
18()4r,  medical  attendance  and  medicines  to  six  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  ((),•■>-'•>)  patients.  It  was  only  necessary,  therefore,  to 
increase  the  number  and  cai)acity  of  these  hos^Mtals  and  asylums,  so  as 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  refugees  and  freedmen  in  all  ])arts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Surgeon  General  cordially  aided  by  detailing  surgeons  and 
furnishing  medical  sui)plies,  and  during-  the  first  year  of  the  operations 
of  the  liureau  the  death  rate  among  freedmen  was  reduced  from  thirty 
per  cent,  to  less  than  four  i)er  cent.  During  the  first  three  months  after 
the  organization  of  this  relief  system,  the  number  of  refugees  and  freed- 
men receiving  medical  treatment  was  forty-eight  thousand  four  Inui- 
dred  and  twenty-nine,  (48,41'!).)  In  the  next  ten  months,  i.  e.,  up  to 
August  .■)!,  1SG(),  tlie  inunber  of  patients  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one,  (lOiJ.ol'l.)  The  number  of  hos 
pitals  existing  during  that  period  was  fifty-six,  (.">(;,)  and  of  orphan  asy- 
lums five,  (5.)  During  the  ten  months  ending  June,  18(57,  the  number 
of  patients  was  one  hundred  and  fiuty-tbur  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  (144,149.)  In  the  next  year,  ending  June  ;>(),  18(18,  the  num- 
ber treated  was  one  hundred  ami  fifty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  (l.")l>,14J>,)  and  in  the  last  year,  ending- June  ;5(>,  18(J1>,  the  luuu- 
i»er  was  sixty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty,  ((»r),<)30.)  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  since  its  organization  the  Bureau  has  had  under  its 
care  no  less  than  five  hundred  and  eigiity  four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  (.")S4.178)  sick  and  infirm  persons,  for  whom  no  ])ro- 
vision  was  imide  by  local  authorities,  and  who  had  lU)  means  themsehes 
of  procuring-  the  attendance  and  comforts  necessary  to  health  and  life. 
It  has  not  been  jxjssible  to  i)ro\  ide  for  the  projx'r  treatment  of  the  in- 
sane. For  some  of  this  unfoUunate  class  admission  has  been  gained  to 
the  State  asylums,  but  the  nuyority  have  been  of  necessity  retained  in 
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tlie  Hincan  lios]>itiils,  and  all  that  ('oiild  be  done  for  tlicm  was  to  siip])l,\ 
thoiii  with  food  and  rlotlnng  and  ])i('\«'nl  thciu  tVoni  doin<;"  injniy. 

For  nnnc  than  a  year  the  ,i;reat  aim  has  been  to  relieve  the  iiovern- 
Hient  by  traiisterrin<i'  to  the  ei\il  authorities  all  these  dei)endent  classes 
for  future  eare  and  treatment.  To  this  end  medicines  and  liosi)ital  stores 
have  been  furnished  as  an  outfit,  where  Static  or  munici|)al  governments 
have  consented  to  assunu'  charjj;"e  of  (h'stitute  sick  and  disabled  i'reed- 
men  within  their  own  borders.  By  means  of  this  aid,  and  by  patient 
and  persistent  effort,  the  hospitals,  at  one  time  uumbering'  hfty-six,  (50,) 
liave  been  reduced  to  two,  (li.)  and  one  (1)  of  these  is  about  being"  closed.* 
There  will  then  remain  one(l)  freednu'u's  hos[)ital  in- this  district,  which 
cannot  at  ])resent  be  dis])ensed  with,  and  whose  continuance  for  some 
•  years  humanity  and  necessity  will  re(iuire. 

in  aihiition  to  the  sick,  many  others  were  destitute  and  re([uired  aid. 
To  relieve  this  ch^stitution  without  encouraging  i>auperism  and  idleness 
was  a  dil'licult  problem.  I  found,  when  1  took  charge  of  this  woi'k,  that 
\"ery  large  issues  of  rations  and  clothing  were  l)eing  uuuh'  by  military 
commanders.  The  number  of  persons  relieved  by  the  Commissary  de- 
partment in  the  montli  of  August,  1805,  was  one  liuudred  and  forty- 
eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty,  (148,120,)  and  many  freedmen 
and  poor  whites  seemed  to  expect  permanent  support  from  this  source. 
IJut  in  the  succeeding  month,  Avhen  the  Bureau  had  been  sufficiently  or- 
ganized to  take  the  entire  supervision  of  this  gratuitous  relief,  by  a  rigid 
examination  of  every  applicant,  and  by  the  rejection  of  all  who  couhl 
supi)ort  themselves  bj"  labor,  the  number  assisted  was  reduced  to  sev- 
enty-four thousand  nine  hundred  and  tifty-one,  (7-1,051.)  And  from  that 
date  a  constant  reduction  was  made,  so  that  tlie  average  number  of  ra- 
tions issued  per  day  during  the  year  ending  September  1,  18(;(),  was 
twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen.  (2!),810,)  and  during 
the  year  ending  Sei>tember  1, 18o7,  eleven  thousand  six  humlred  and  lifty- 
eiglit  (U.OIS)  in  this  district  and  throughout  all  the  southern  States. 

Tiiesi'  supplies  were  given  to  none  but  the  helpless  destitute  classes 
of  refugees  and  freedmen,  the  sick,  the  very  old,  and  orphans  too  young 
to  earn  their  own  support.  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  furnish  relief  to 
other  classes.  And  when,  earlv  in  181)7,  very  urgent  appeals  for  helj) 
<;ame  up  tVoju  many  industrious  laborers  who  were  reduced  to  the  verge 
of  starvation,  the  subject  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  by  Joint  resolu- 
tion ap[)r()ved  March  oi),  18()7,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  '^directed  to 
issue,  through  this  Bureau,  supplies  of  food  sufticient  to  prevent  starva- 
tion and  extreme  want,  to  any  and  all  classes  of  destitute  or  helpless 
persons  in  those  southern  and  southwestern  States  where  failure  of  the 
crops  and  otiier  causes  have  occasioned  widespread  destitution."  In 
acicordance  with  this  resolution  live  huiulred  thousand  (85(K>,(>()())  dol 
lars  were  set  apart  as  a  special  relief  fuml.t  and  food  was  given  to  tifiy- 
eight  th.ousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  (58,.'>i;))  ])ersons  daily  lor 
a  ])eriod  of  four  months,  no  distinction  l)eing  nuuh'  between  whites  and 
blacks,  loyal  and  disloyal.  Adding  these  to  the  luimber  of  refugees  and 
freedmen  before  given,  the  average  number  of  persons  daily  assisted  in 
the  year  ending  September  1,  1807,  was  thirty-one  tlumsand  one  hun- 
dred and  iiXQ,  (31, 105.)  During  the  next  year,  ending  September  1 ,  1 808, 
the  average  luimber  assisted  was  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  (10,801;)  and  during  the  last  year,  ending  Septend)er  1,  1800,  the 
average  nundu-r  has  beent  one  thousand  nine  liuudred  and  eighty-three, 

"  For  talmlar  stati'incnt  of  commissary  supjilJcs  issued,  sec  Ai)i)('n(lix  1>. 
t  For  n-port  of  the  chief  modical  officer,  aud  talnilar  .statcmeut.  see  Apiieudix  A. 
t  See  Circnhir  No.  11,  War  l)e(iarrmeiit.  ]5iircaii  of  IJefiinces,  Ficedmcn   and  Ahaii- 
doned  Lands,  April  3,  18G7. 
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(1,0S3,)  many  (»!' wliuiii  were  cliildrcii  icc('i\iii<i- lialf  rations  tuily.  Dur- 
iuji'  the  same  i»i'ii(»(l  clothinii  has  lu-cn  jmichased  an<l  (list  rihntcd  anion^- 
thr  (Icstitntc  at  a  cost  of  two  hnnchcd  an<l  litty-two  tlionsand  live  hiin- 
ilifil  and  toity-seven  doUais  and  thiity-tive  cents,  (s2r)L',.")47  .■{.").)  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  a  hirj^e  aiiionnt  of  army  ch)thin<j;',  condemned  as  iintit  I'or 
issue  to  troops,  was  transferred  to  this  lUireau  by  the  (Quartermaster's 
l)ei>artment  aiul  <iiven  to  the  ])oor  and  needy. 

This  exhibit  of  rations  and  ch>thinj;-  furnished  sliows  tJuit  the  Bureau 
has  not  been  a  i)auperizinfi-  a<>en(;y.  It  has  not  encouraged  idh'uess  and 
vagrancy.  It  has  not  existed  for  the  benefit  of  abk' -bodied  bejijiars. 
The  wonder  is  not  that  so  many, but  tlmt  so  few,  have  nee(h'd  lu'lp;  that 
of  the  foui  inilUons  of  )K'oj>l('  thrown  suihlcnly  u])on  their  own  resoun^es 
only  one  in  about  two  hundred  has  l)een  an  ol)ject  of  publicM^luirity ; 
ami  nearly  all  who  ha\e  received  aid  have  been  persons  who,  by  reason 
of  aji'c,  infirmity,  or  disease,  would  be  objects  of  charity  in  any  State 
and  at  any  time. 

It  would  have  been  impossibh;  to  reach  such  satisfactory  results,  and 
reduce  the  issue  of  supplies  to  so  small  i»roi>ortions,  had  not  employment 
been  found  for  a  great  nudtitude  of  al»lc-bodied  men  and  women,  who, 
wlien  hrst  set  free,  knew  not  where  to  look  for  renuinerative  labor.  I 
believed  that  the  demand  for  labor  was  sufficient,  and  that  the  freedmeu 
were  willing  to  work.  The  majority  of  ])lanters  were  anxious  to  culti- 
vate their  lands,  and  tlieir  former  slaves  were  equally  anxious  to  earn 
an  honest  living.  But  each  class  naturally  distrusted  the  other.  The 
one  feared  to  incur  the  risk  and  exi)ense  of  planting  without  some  secu- 
rity stronger  than  the  stimulus  of  i)romised  wages,  that  hired  labor 
could  be  depended  upon  as  permaiu'iit.  The  other  very  naturally  feared 
to  trust  the  intentions  and  promises  of  men  who  had  always  reajted  the 
fruits  of  unpaid  toil.  I  was  apjx'aled  to  for  a  settlenu'Ut  <»i'  this  great 
labor  (juestion.  Letters  from  all  i)arts  of  the  country  besdught  me  and 
my  assistant  conunissioners  to  enforce  a  si)ecitic  rate  of  wages,  and  to 
exercise  power  in  one  way  or  another  over  the  laborer  to  compel  him  to 
work.  All  such  appeals  were  resisted.  Officers  and  agents  of  the 
Bureau  Avere  instructed*  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  remove  i)rejudice,  to 
restore  mutual  contidence,  and  to  quicken  and  direct  the  industry  of  the 
l)e()l)le.  At  the  same  time  they  were  cautioned  against  giving  counte- 
nance to  any  substitute  for  slavery.  "XegToes  must  be  free  to  choose 
their  employers."  "  Xo  tixed  rate  of  wages  will  be  i)rescril)ed,  but  the  law 
of  supidy  and  demand  niust  govern."  "No  substitute  for  slavery,  like 
apprenticeship,  without  pro]»er  consent,  or  peonage,  will  be  tolerated."t 
While  the  rigiits  of  the  freedmen  were  thus  jtroclaimed  in  ]»rinted  circu- 
lars and  ])ublic  addresses,  care  was  also  taken  to  instruct  them  in  respect 
to  their  duties.  They  were  assisted  in  tinding  good  i>laces  and  in  mak- 
ing fair  l)argains.  To  secure  fairness  and  inspire  contidence  on  both 
sides,  the  system  of  written  contracts  was  adoi>ted.  Xo  coiiq)idsion  was 
used,  but  all  were  advised  to  enter  into  written  agreements  and  submit 
them  to  an  officer  of  the  Bureau  for  ap])roval.  Tlu'  nature  and  obliga- 
tions of  these  contracts  were  carefully  explained  to  the  freedmen,  and  a 
copy  tiled  in  the  office  of  the  agent  approving  it,  for  their  use  in  case 
any  difficulty  should  arise  between  them  and  their  enq)loyers.  The 
labor  iniposed  upon  my  otlicers  and  agents  by  this  system  was  very 
great,  as  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  in  a  single  State  not  less  than  tiftj" 

*  Soo  Circular  No.  5,  AVar  Department,  Bureau  Refupjees,  Freedmen  and  Abandonefl 
Lands,  May  'M,  1^65. 

tSce  Circular  No.  11,  War  Dcpartinciit.  IJiucuu  Kclugees  Freedmen  and  Abandone<l 
J.ands.  .Inly  12,  It^tw. 
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thousand  (r>(),0()(>)  siu-li  coutnicts  weiv  diawu  in  duplicate  and  Idled  up 
with  the  names  of  all  the  i)arties.  But  the  result  has  been  hi^^hly  sat 
isfaetoiy.  To  the  Ireedinau,  the  Bureau  otliec  in  this  way  beeanu'  a 
school  in  which  he  learned  the  iirst  jtractical  business  lessons  of  lile,  and 
from  yi'ar  to  year  he  has  ma(U>  rai)id  pro.uress  in  this  imixn'tant  branch 
of  education.  Nor  can  it  be  (h)ubted  that  much  litij;ation  and  strife 
were  prevented.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  such  vast  and  compli 
cated  machinery  would  work  without  friction.  The  interests  of  capital 
and  labor  very  often  clash  in  all  comnmnities.  The  South  has  not  been 
entirely  exeini)t  from  troubles  of  this  kind,  Scnne  employers  have  been 
disli(»nest  and  have  attem]>ted  to  defraud  the  freedmen  of  jnst  wa.ues, 
Some  laborers  have  been  unfaithful  and  unreasonable  in  tlieir  demands. 
But  in  the  ;ireat  nmjority  of  cases  brou.uht  before  the  J>ureau  for  settle- 
ment, the  trouble  and  niisunderstandiu^-  have  arisen  from  vague  \-erbal 
baruaius  ami  a  want  of  specitlc  written  contracts.  A  few  quotations 
froiu  the  reports  of  assistant  commissioners  will  show^  that  even  in  such 
an  unfavorable  condition  of  affairs  as  the  late  rebel  States  presented, 
free  labor  under  the  contract  plan  has  proved  a  success.  "In  those  dis- 
tricts where  good  wages  have  been  paid  no  difticulty  has  been  Ibumi  in 
employing  freedmen.  They  have  been  working  industriously  and  (|uietly. 
]\[any  planters  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
freednuMi,  and  given  officers  of  the  Bureau  credit  for  aiding  in  settling 
labor  upon  just  principles."*  ''  The  contract  system  works  fa\ orably.  In 
one  section  it  was  comitlained  that  employers  desired  to  tarn  off  their 
laborers  before  the  gathering  of  the  crops.  But  few  complaints  are  made 
against  freedmen  for  refusing  to  work.  The  approval  of  contracts  by 
agents  of  the  Bureau  has  had  an  excellent  effect  in  securing  a  comi)li- 
aiice  with  their  i)rovisions.  The  freedmen  of  the  State  have  been  almost 
universally  at  work  and  sui>]»orting  themselves."t 

"The  general  condition  of  the  freed  peo])]e  is  promising.  They  have 
entered  into  contracts  with  a  umuunuty  and  willingness  beyond  the 
expectations  of  the  most  sanguine,  and  citizens  and  officers  bring  most 
flattering  reports  comnuunlatory  of  their  good  conduct.  Planters  assert 
that  in  nH)St  cases  they  are  doing  more  work  tiian  was  ever  done  under 
the  old  system  of  tbrcedlabor."t  "The  Bureau  stiil  retains  auimiH»rtant 
and  vital  relationship  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  State,  Planters 
depend  upon  it  to  some  extent  to  nudvc  laborers  reliable,  freedmen  that 
they  may  be  aided  in  ol)taining  their  wages.  It  is  believed  that  the 
labor  system  of  deorgia,  as  organized  by  the  Ibireau,  if  left  at  this  tinu' 
to  the  control  of  State  agencies,  would  i>t'  practically  broken  ui)."§ 

"Bureau  ofiflcers  have  extended  su[)ervision  over  treedmeu's  contracts, 
and  the  result  has  been  to  the  advantage  of  all.  In  not  a  single  instance 
where  contracts  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  lUireau  has  a  comi)laint  been  made  by  either  of  the  i)arties  to  the 
<'ontract,  while  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  Bureau  has  been  ignored, 
comi)laints  by  both  employ*'*  and  employer  have  been  frequent.  The 
reason  is  obvious:  b;>th  parties  nmlerstand  the  contract  wImmi  explained 
by  the  agent,  and  km)w  that  the  intluence  of  the  IJureau  will  be  thrown 
against  the  parties  vn)lating  it,  while  in  those  contracts  in  which  the 
Bureau  is  ignored  a  majoiity  of  the  bargains  are  vague  and  ill delined, 
meaning  anything  or  nothing;  many  are  mere  verbal  agreenu*nts,  mach' 
without  witness.''||     "Many   planters  in  the  wealthy  districts,  where  a 

*Rt'j>()rt  of  Genera]  O.  I'lowii,  iissistaiif  coiimiissioiier  of  Virjiiuia. 

+  Report  of  General  I.  ('.  Robinson,  assistant  eoniniissinner  of  North  Carolina, 

t  Report  of  (Jeneral  R.  ]\.  Scott,  assistant  eoniinissioiier  of  Sontii  Carolina, 

^  Rfrport  of  General  I).  Tillson.  assistant  eoniniissioner  of  (ieor^^ia. 

II  Report  of  General  P,  H.  ►Sheridan,  assistant  couiuiissioner  of  Louisiana. 
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larjfo  miinV)i'r  of  tVetMliueu  aiv  oniployod,  ackuowk'tl^X'  tliL'  aid  reiidei't'd 
to  the  plantinji'  iiiteivsts  by  the  IJurcau.  They  say  that  a  hick  ot'eonti- 
deiKu'  existed  between  the  freedineii  and  the  i)l;mters  until  the  assistant 
♦'onimissioner  inaiiinnrated  a  system  l)y  which  free(bnen  couul  be  enii)h)yed 
and  rec<'i\e  some  security  tliat  their  labor  would  be  i)aid  for.  Otlicers 
of  tiie  liureau  visited  plantations  and  exi)lained  the  duties  and  riyhts  of 
employer  and  emi)loy('';  tlu'  result  has  been  .^ood."*  "The  fieedmen 
have  worked  well;  most  of  them  have  by  e\peri<Miee  ac({uired  sullicient 
knowh'djie  not  only  to  uiulerstand  the  oblijiations  of  contracts,  but  to 
enter  into  no  agreement  contrary  to  their  apparent  interests;  and  the 
policy  of  the  assistant  commissioner  has  been  sucli  as,  while  reipiirinj;- 
freedmen  to  carry  out  their  obligations,  would  compel  employers  to  an 
<'(pnd  observance  of  them. "t 

'•Freedmen  are  workin<;'  well,  au<l  abiding-  by  their  contracts  in 
<;-ood  faith.  Ofdc^ers  of  the  Bureau  retain  control  over  the  registration 
and  supervision  of  the  contract  system,  which  is  quite  successful."t 

A  vast  amount  of  such  testimony  to  the  industry  and  progress  of  the 
ireed  i)eople  could  be  gathered  from  the  records  of  this  offi(;e,  and  it  is  con- 
lirn)ed  by  the  fact  that  the  great  mass  of  freedmen  are  now  self  support- 
ing, and  that  many  have  commenced  planting  and  other  business  on 
their  own  account.  In  spite  of  all  disorders  that  have  i)revailed  and  the 
misfortunes  that  have  fallen  u])on  nninyi)arts  of  the  South,  a  good  degree  of 
prosj)eiity  and  success  has  already  been  attained.  To  the  oft-repeated 
slander  that  the  negroes  will  not  work,  and  are  incapable  of  taking  care 
of  themselves,  it  is  a  suflicient  ans^Yer  that  theii' voluntary  labor  has 
produced  nearly  all  the  food  that  has  supported  the  whole  ]»eople,  besides 
a  large  amount  of  rice,  sugar,  and  tobacco  for  exi)ort,  and  two  millions 
of  bales  of  cotton  each  year,  on  which  was  paid  into  the  United  States 
Treasury  during-  the  years  IHIJIJ  and  1807  a  tax  of  more  than  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  (.S40,0()(),()00.)  It  is  not  claimed  that  this  residt  is  wholly 
due  to  the  care  and  oversight  of  this  Bureau,  but  it  is  safe  to  say,  as  it 
has  been  said  repeatedly  by  intelligent  southern  men,  that  without  the 
Bureau  or  some  sindlar  agency,  the  material  interests  of  the  country 
M'ould  have  greatly  suffered,  and  the  government  would  have  lost  a  far 
greater  amount  than  has  been  expended  in  its  maintenance. 

Proliably  much  more  might  have  been  done  to  develoj)  the  industry 
and  eni'rgy  of  the  colored  race  if  I  hatrb^en  able  to  furnish  each  fam- 
ily with  a  small  tract  of  land  to  till  for  themselves;  and  it  was  the  evident 
intention  of  the  act  establishing  the  Bureau  to  give  it  control  of  all 
abandoned  lands  solely  for  the  purpose  of  assigning,  leasing,  or  selling 
them  to  refugees  and  freedmen.  But  before  arrangements  could  bc^ 
perfected  for  carrying  out  this  intention,  I  was  ordered  by  President 
Johnson  to  restore  abandoned  i)i'opt'i"ty  to  its  ftniner  owmn'S,  upon  their 
presenting  either  a  special  pardon  or  the  oath  required  by  his  own  procla- 
mation of  amnesty,  or  that  of  his  prede(;essor  in  office.  This  order  reiulered 
the  tenure  of  the  Bureau  ui)on  such  property  so  uncertain,  that  the  idea 
of  dividing  it  and  providing  families  Avith  homesteads  from  it  was,  of 
ne(!essity,  given,  uj).  Still  its  ])ossession  for  a  short  ])eriod  was  not 
i'utirely  useless.  Of  the  nearly  eight  huiulred  thousaiid  (S()(),OUD)  acres 
of  farnnng  land  and  about  five  thonsaml  (5,0!)1>)  pieces  of  town  property 
traiisferretl  to  this  Uureau  by  military  and  treasury  officers,  or  taken  up 
by  n)y  assistant  commissioners,  enough  was  leased  to  produce  a  revenue 
of  lu'arly  four  hundred  thousaiul  (84:b[),OUl>)  dollars.     Syme  farms  were 

*  Report  of  General  .1.  B.  Kiddoo,  assistant  commissioner  of  Texas. 

t  Report  of  General  A.  C.  Gillcni.  assistant  commissioner  of  Mississippi. 

t  Report  of  General  .J.  W.  Spragne,  assistant  commissioner  of  Florida 
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set  apni  t  in  Ciich  State  as  liomes  for  the  destitute  and  helpless,  and  a 
l)oiti()n  was  cultivated  by  tVeediueu  lu'ior  to  its  restoration.  ."Nlany  were; 
bitterly  disapi)ointed  when  the  plan  contemplated  by  the  act  establish- 
in^'  the  IJureau  was  abandoned,  but  the  disalt'ecrion  and  troubU;  arising' 
there1"ro:n  were  overcDinc  anil  settled  without  resort  to  violence. 

Some  relief  and  (M)mpensation  wer<'  given  l>y  the  act  of  Congress 
ai)proved  rlune  1*1.  ISlHJ,  which  opened  for  entry,  by  colored  and  white 
men  without  distinction,  all  the  public  lands  in  the  vStates  of  Alaliania, 
]Mi8sissipi)i,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Floiid;!.  Information  was  })ub- 
lislied  through  my  ollicers  and  agents  respecting  the  location  and  \alue 
of  these  public  lamls,  and  the  nuxle  of  procedure  in  order  to  obtain  ])os- 
session  of  them.  Surveys  were  made  and  some  assistance  granted  in 
transporting  families  to  their  new  homes.*  Want  of  teams  and  farming 
impleau'nts,  as  well  as  opposition  from  their  v/hite  neighbors,  ju'evented 
many  from  taking  the  beiu'lit  of  this  liomestead  a<;t;  but  about  four 
thousand  families  have  faced  and  overc^onui  these  obstacles,  have  actpiired 
homes  of  their  own,  and  coninuMu*ed  work  with  energy,  building  houses 
and  planting.  In  a  few  instances  freedmen  haA^e  coml)ined  their  means 
aiul  purchased  farms  already  under  cultivation.  They  have  everywhere 
manifested  a  great  desire  to  beeome  laiul-owners,  a  desire  in  the  highest 
degree  laudable  and  hopeful  for  their  future  civilization.  Next  to  a 
proper  religious  and  intellectual  training,  the  one  thing  needful  to  the 
freedmen  is  land  and  a  home.  Without  that  a  high  degree  of  civilizjition 
ami  moral  culture  is  scarcely  possible.  So  long  as  he  is  merely  one  of  a 
herd  working  for  hire,  and  living  on  another's  domain,  he  must  be  depend- 
ent and  destitute  of  manly  individuality  and  self-reliance. 

lint  the  most  urgent  v.ant  of  the  freedmen  Avas  education;  and  from 
the  tirst  1  have  devoted  more  attention  to  this  than  to  any  oilier  branch 
of  my  work. 

^ly  former  reports  on  this  subject  and  those  of  the  general  superin- 
tendent of  education  have  been  so  full,  that  a  very  brief  review  only  is 
here  needed.  I  found  many  schools  already  in  existence  in  those 
localities  that  had  been  for  soi^^  time  within  the  lines  of  our  armies: 
these  had  been  established  and  maintained  to  a  great  extent  by  beiu'vo- 
lent  associations  of  the  North.  As  early  as  September  17,  ISiil,  the 
American  Missionary  Association  commenced  a  school  for  ''contrabands" 
at  Hampton,  near  Fortress  IMonroe.  On  the  8th  of  flanuary,  ISOi*,  IJev. 
Solonu)n  Peck,  1).  D.,  of  Boston,  established  a  school  at  lieaufort. 
South  raroiiica.  Another  was  o})ene(l  at  Hilton  Head  the  same 
nu)nth  by  Uarnard  K.  Lee,  Jr.  A  more  general  mo\ement  was  inaugu- 
rated by  the  efforts  of  K.  L.  IMerce,  es(|., of  Boston,  and  Bev.  31.  French; 
and  on  the  .')d  of  March,  1802,  about  sixty  ((>(>)  teachers  and  niission- 
aries  v.ere  sent  out  by  societies  organize<l  in  Boston  and  New  York, 
Others  followed;  some  working  independently,  others  su])ported  l)y  local 
churches,  and  others  by  new  relief  associations  formed  in  Bhiladel])hia, 
Cincinnati,  Chi(;ag'o,  and  other  towns.  In  the  early  part  of  18(i-l  an 
ellicieiit  school  system  was  instituted  in  L(niisiana  by  Major  (ieneral 
Banks,  then  in  (;()mmand  of  that  State.  I  did  not  attemi)t  to  supersede 
these  benevolent  agencies  already  engaged  in  the  work  of  education, 
but  gave  them  every  i)ossible  facility  for  continuing  an<l  ('idiUging  their 
operations.  Thougli  no  approi)riations  had  been  granted  by  Congress 
for  this  i)ur]>ose,  by  using  tlie  funds  derive<l  from  rents  of  ''abandoiu'd 
l)roi);>riy,''  l)y  titting  ui>  for  school-houses  siu'h  government  buibbngs 
as  were  no  longer  neecled  for  military  purposes,  by  g'i\  ing  transpoi'tation 
for  teachers,  books,  and  school    furniture,  and  by  granting  subsistence. 

*  See  Appendix  D. 
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I  \\:is  able  to  <ii\i*  material  aid  ti>  all  ('M<ia,ii('(l  in  the  cdiK-atioiial  work. 
Witli  the  aim  to  liarmoiii/.e  the  iimiierous  iii(h'i>eii(leiit  agencies  in  the 
tit'ld,  aiul  to  assist  all  impartially,  I  a[)[)oiiite(l  a  siiix'riiiteiMleiit  of 
schools  for  each  State,*  who  should  collect  iiiloi-mation,  encourage  the 
ornaiii/atioii  of  new  schools,  lind  homes  for  teachers,  and  supervise  the 
whole  work.  The  law  of  July  10,  l.S()(;,t  sanctioned  all  that  had  beeu 
previously  done,  and  enlarged  my  jtowers.  It  authorized  the  lease  of 
l>uildin;^s  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  the  sale  of  " Confederate 
States"  property  to  create  an  educational  fund.  Approi)riatious  were 
also  nuule  for  the  ''rental,  construction.  an<l  rei»airs  of  school  l>uildin<;s." 
This  enabled  me  to  jiive  a  more  })ermanent  character  to  the  schools,  and 
to  encoura*;e  the  establishnu'ut  of  institutions  of  a  hi.i'her  urade.  In 
each  State  at  least  one  normal  school  has  been  or.uanized  tor  the  training 
of  teachers,  and  se\eral  chaitercd  colle.t;es  for  the  freed  people  are  already 
in  successful  o])eration.  In  addition  to  these,  an  institution  of  still 
higher  grade,  a  university,  has  b(>en  founded  ni  this  district,  incorpor- 
ated by  Congress,  and  designed  to  furnish  facilitiesforclassical, scientific, 
and  professional  culture,  in  all  the  schools  of  every  grade  the  rnnnber 
of  i>upils  has  steadily  increased,  and  the  standard  of  scholarship  has 
rapidly  advanced.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  July  1,  18(i(»,  the  otii- 
cial  report  gave  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  (*J7o)  schools,  one 
thous:  nd  four  huinlred  and  live  (1,-iOo)  teachers,  and  ninety  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (90,778)  pui)ils.  In  18(!7  the  nmnbers 
reported  were  oiu'  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (l,8ol>)  schools, 
two  thousand  and  eighty-seven  (-,087)  teachers,  ami  one  hundred  and 
«'leven  thousand  four  hundicd  and  forty-two  (111,442)  pupils.  In  1808 
there  were  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  (1,8;>1)  schools, 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  (2,L'!>."»)  teachers,  and  one  liuu- 
dred  and  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  (104,;)1'7)  pupils: 
and  in  bSOO.  official  reports  give  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
(2,118)  schools,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  (2,4.")r))  teachers, 
and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  tliousaud  five  hundred  and  twenty-two 
(114,522)  pupils. 

These  figures  do  not  include  many  evening  and  private  schools  which 
have  not  been  reported.  It  is  believed  that  not  less  than  two  hundred 
ami  fifty  thousand  (2r)(),000)  colored  adults  and  children  have  received 
s(nne  instruction  during  the  i)ast  year.|  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
bestowe<l  upon  the  noble  band  of  Christian  teachers  who  have  carried  on 
successfully  this  work  of  education.  Many  of  them  have  (-ome  from  the 
very  best  circles  of  refined  and  cultivated  society,  and  have  been  exposed 
to  privations,  hardships,  and  perils  which  would  have  <liscouraged  any 
who  were  not  moved  by  the  spirit  of  the  Divine  Teacher.  To  them 
belongs  the  credit  in  great  nu^isure  for  all  that  has  been  accomplished. 
They  have  doiu'  the  hard  work;  they  have  been  the  rank  and  file  in  the 
long  fight  w  ith  prejudice  and  ignorance.  When  they  first  entered  the 
fiehl  as  teachers,  so  general  and  bitter  was  the  opposition  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  blacks,  that  scarcely  one  white  family  dared  to  welcome  them 
with  hospitality.  When  theyVere  insulted  and  assailed,  very  few  had 
tlu'  courage  to  defend  them";  but  their  good  comluct  finally  overcame 
])rejudice,  ami  better  sentiments  have  gradually  grown  up  in  nmny  parts 
of  the  South.  Hostility  to  teachers  and  scluuds  has  in  a  great  measure 
ceased.     Since  the  freedmen  have  been  invested  with  all  the  rights  and 

*Sfe  Circular  No.  11,  War  Uoi)artnu'nt,  Bureau  Kefugo»-s,  Froodnu-u  and  Abandoned 
Laiuls.  July  12,  IHdfi. 

t  Hiiusc  rt'Sdlntion,  No.  CA'A. 

t  For  tabular  statfuu-nt  and  abstract  of  tlic  <,'cncral  huiicrinteudent's  report,  see 
Ai>i)cndix  E. 
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l»n\  ih'ucs  oi"  frcciiuMi.  ;iii(l  ;ilrc;i(l\ exert  :i  i>(>\\ crriil  ](oliti(':il  iiilliiciicc,  it 
is  admitted  h\  all  iiitelli.<:eiit  and  laii-iiiinded  people  that  tliev  imist  he 
educated,  or  tlie\  will  l»e((>y.ie  the  tools  of  deiiia.i;(),i;ues,  and  a  i)()\vei'  for 
evil  rather  than  for  <i()od.<vl'l''^  necessity  has  already  led  to  the  organi- 
zation of  a  system  of  free  schools  in  some  of  the  reconstrncted  States. 
Until  this  is  done  in  every  State,  and  such  public  schools  are  in  |)rac- 
ti<'al  operation,  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  especially  of  tlx'  South, 
will  demaiul  the  continuance,  by  some  a<;ency,  of  the  educational  work 
now  carried  on  by  this  IJureau.  Not  oidy  this,  but  means  should  be  ])ro- 
vided  for  .yreatly  extending'  tlu'se  ojx'rations  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
whole  ])eople.  The  tbreii'oini:-  report  shows  that  not  more  than  one-tenth 
of  the  children  of  freedmen  niv  attendiuii'  sctliool.  Their  parents  are  not 
yet  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  ecUu-ation.  They  are  already  doin,<>- 
somethiuii'.  probably  more  in  proi>ortiou  to  their  means,  than  any  other 
class.  During-  the  last  y<'ar  it  is  estimated  that  they  have  raised  and 
expended  for  the  construction  of  scliool-houses  and  the  support  of 
teachers  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (SLM)(>,0()().)  They 
liave  shown  a  willingness  to  help,  and  as  they  i>rosi)er  an<l  accpure  projt- 
erty,  they  will  assume  a  larger  share  of  the  burden,  either  by  ^'oluntary 
contributions  or  by  the  paynu'iit  of  taxes  for  the  sujyport  of  schools. 

The  i)overty  of  the  freed  people  has  been  in  some  slight  degree 
relieve<l  by  the  payment  of  l)ounties  and  other  moneys  due  frouj  the  gov- 
ernment to  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines.  These  payments  liave  been 
made  through  this  Bureau,  in  accordance  with  a  Joint  resolution  of  Con- 
g-ress  ai)i)roved  March  1*9,  l.SBT.  Previous  to  that  time  the  claims  of 
colored  soldiers  were  ])aid  ujjon  their  order  to  the  attorneys  and  claim 
agents  who  had  i)repared  and  forwar<led  the  a})plications.  (Ireat  com- 
l)laint  was  nnule  that  the  soldiers  were  defrauded  of  their  money.  Some 
attorneys,  after  getting  ]>ossession  of  a  large  nund)er  of  claims,  lield  th 
]>apers,  and  then,  by  rei)resenting  that  it  would  re(pure years  to  untie 
the  re<l  tape  in  Washington,  and  get  them  settled,  they  bought  them  at 
a  small  percentage  of  their  value.  Others  charged  exorbitant  fees, 
w  hicli  oiten  ate  up  nearly  the  whole  amount  i>aid.  Others,  with  a]>i»ar- 
ent  generosity,  offered  to  collect  the  claims  for  a  share  of  the  ]>roceeds, 
or  to  advance  a  part  of  the  sum  due,  taking  a  note  for  the  amount,  with 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  fifty,  one  hundred,  and  in  some  cases  as  high  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.  l>y  numerous  crafty  devices,  dishonest 
villainy  imposed  ujion  confiding  ignorance,  and  tlu'  colored  s(>ldiers 
became  the  victims.  They  aj ►pealed  to  the  liureau  for  ])r(>tection  against 
such  wrongs.  At  first  all  that  <'ould  be  done  was  to  ])repare  for  those 
who  still  retaiiu'd  their  claims  the  necessary  i)apers  foi'  the  i>rosecution 
and  settlement  of  the  same  without  fees,  thus  saxing  large  sums  which 
would  otherwise  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  claim  agents.  I>ut  so 
long  as  i)ayments  were  made  to  attorneys,  a  wide  door  for  fraud  was  left 
oiHMi.  The  laws  of  July  L'tl,  IStKI,  and  of  March  2!>,  JS()7,  ])rovided  for 
the  protection  of  claimants,  as  far  as  law  can  do  it.  The  exact  lees  to 
be  allowed  to  claim  agents  are  iirescrilx'd;  all  checks  and  treasury  cer- 
tificates issued  ill  the  settlement  of  claims  of  colored  soldiers  are 
re(juired  "'to  be  nnule  ])ayable  to  the  (Jommissioner  of  the  I^'reedmen's 
Bureau,"  and  no  moiM\y,  lawful  fees  exc^epted,  can  be  paid  to  any  other 
person  than  the  clainuxnt  or  his  legal  rei)resentatives,  if  deceased.  No 
transfer  nor  assignment  of  such  claims  can  be  recognized;  the  claimant 
himself  iiuist  be  discovered  and  identified,  and  the  amount  due  him  be 
paid  into  his  own  hamls  "in  current  funds,  and  not  in  checks  or  dralts." 

The  duties  imposed  liy  these  laws  upon  my  officers  and  agents  have 
been  veiy  ditticult.  To  disco\<'i',  ich'utify,  and  ])ay  claimants  scattered 
throughout  every  State  and  Territory,  has  been  a  great  and  perplexing 
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tiisk,  lUit  by  tlu'  jissiitiiiiH'iit  <»l':i  few  ayiMits  in  each  soiitlieru  State  to 
this  siit'cial  <luty,  so  tliat  tlu'V  may  Iteco'iiu'  tiiiiiiliar  with  the  Imsiiu'ss  in 
all  its  (It'tails,  it  is  done  Avith  acciiiacy  and  fuh'lity.  Sinc('  A]»iil  17, 
1S<»7,  when  the  tiist  ti«*asiiry  ccrtiticate  was  locoived,  the  total  aiiiouiit 
l)ai<l  (includnj^-  lawful  fees  an<l  expenses)  has  been  live  nnlilions  cijiht 
lumdrcd  an<l  thirty-one  thousand  fc  ur  hundred  an<l  seventeen  dollars 
and  eiiihty-nine  eents,  (sr),s; 5 1,-t  17  S!).) 

The  balanee  in  the  I'nited  States  Treasury  now  due  to  elainiants  who 
have  not  yet  been  "diseoxcred  ;ind  ideiititied,"  is  one  million  two  hund- 
red and  twenty  thcuisainl  six  hundred  and  sixty  six  dollars  and  fifty-two 
eents,  (-■<l.l'2(»,'(;(j(;  oli.) 

A  eoniplete  and  minute  record  of  eyery  case  is  kept,  so  that  its  entire 
history  may  be  easily  traced. 

Four  thousand  six  liumlred  and  four  claims  have  been  already  filed 
and  settle«l  throu^ih  this  Bureau,  and  three  thousan<l  three  hnndied  and 
eleven  filed  by  it  are  now  iiendinj*"  settlenu'ut.  I'^iiihteen  thousand  such 
claims  of  colored  sohlieis  aic  now  on  file  in  the  ^Vuditor's  otlice  awaitins;' 
settlement,  and  six  thousand  eertifi<'ates  in  setthMuent  of  claims  are  now 
tempcuarily  suspended  in  the  sanu'  office.  The  nuuiber  of  claims  of 
colored  sailors  and  their  heirs  on  file  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  oflice  is  not 
definitely  known,  but  it  is  ])robably  proportionately  lar<;'e.  And  in  addi- 
tion tt)  those  now  ]>endin,u-  it  is  believed  that  there  are  at  least  tAventy-live 
thousand  claims  ontstandinji'  for  "which  no  ai>]»lications  have  as  yet  been 
made,  ^luch  therefore  nuist  yet  be  done  to  complete  the  business  of 
paying- bounties;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  system  now  in  operation 
will  accomplish  it  as  honestly  and  economically  as  any  that  can  be 
devised.  It  is  not  possible  by  any  machinery  to  furnish  absolute  secur- 
ity to  both.ftlaimants  and  the  <iovernment  a«;ainst  fraud.  The  inventions 
of  cupidity  are  almost  infinite;  and  when  no  other  scheme  is  successful, 
the  last  resort  of  baftied  dishonests'  is  to  turn  upon  the  Bureau  a.iieut, 
Avith  false  charges  in  the  public  jn^ints,  for  the  purpose  of  gettiuii"  him 
disgraced  and  removed.* 

So  far  as  I  have  had  authority  and  power  I  have  endeavored  to 
protect  the  freedmen  from  all  kinds  of  abuse  and  injustice  to  which 
they  were  exposed  in  a  region  for  a  time  destitute  of  civil  government, 
and  among  a  people  ])itterly  hostile  to  their  emancipation.  Their  free- 
dom had  been  guaranteed  by  the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln 
and  by  tiie  laws  of  ('(Uigress,  and  to  this  Bureau  was  committed  the 
trust  of  making  good  the  solemn  pledge  of  the  nation.  The  methods 
l)nrsue(l  have  differed  according  to  circumstances.  Under  general  instruc- 
tions apj)royed  by  the  President,!  the  assistant  commissioners  insti- 
tuted a  great  variety  of  means  and  expedients  to  settle  disputes, 
"adjudicate  difficulties  arising  between  negroes  themselves,  or  between 
negroes  and  whites,"  and  to  bring  olt'enders  to  justice.  In  all  imi)ortant 
cases  where  civil  courts  existed  they  were  first  resorted  to;  but  when 
such  courts  would  not  admit  tlie  testinu)ny  of  negroes  ncu-  treat  them  as 
ecpnds  before  the  law  with  whites,  appeal  was  made  to  military  tribunals 
or  under  the  ci\il  rights  bill  t  to  tlie  United  States  courts.  In  some 
<listri<ts  ]U()\(>st  courts  were  established  by  tlu'  military  commanders,  in 
others  "freedmeirs  courts,"  and  '-lnjards  of  arbitration,"  consisting  of 
Bureau  otiicers  and  citizens,  for  the  settlement  of  (udinary  comi)laints. 
The  cases  brought  before  these  courts,  and  the  reports  of  their  proceed- 
ings, show  that  instances  of  violence  and   cruelty  towards  freedmen 

*  For  tiilmliir  statement  :ui(l  report  of  the  chief  of  the  clahu  division  sec  Appendix  F. 
t  See  Cirenlar  Xo.  5,  War  Department,  Bureau  Iv.  F.  and  A.  L..  May  30,  Idtio. 
t  Section  (Jl,  April  i>.  IsiiU. 
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liavc  been  very  iinim'i'oiis.  and  llial   the  «liiti(s  ol'   iip.icaii  oniccrs  liavo 
Ik'011  ('(Hiiplicatcd  and  lU'iplcxinii'.     One  assistant  coiiiiMissioiicr  reports* 
tlirce    tlioiisaud    lour  luindit'd  and  live  {^M)~>)  cases  adjudicated  in  a 
sinjile  (luaiter,  which,  taken  as  a   fair  exponent   of  tlie  business.  <;ives 
more  than  one  linudied  thousand  (1()(>,()(>(>)  eonii>laints  heard  and  acted 
npon  by    linreau  ollicers  in    a    sin.uh'  year.     The   reiK)rts   of  niuriU-rs, 
assaults,  and  outraiics  <>f  every  (h'seription  were  so  numerous,  and  so 
full  of  horrible  details,  that  at  times  one  was  inclined  to  l)elieve  the 
whole  white  population  eniia.ued  in  a  war  of  extermination  a.^ainst  the 
blacks.     But   careful  investiiiation  has  i)roved  that  the  worst  outra.^es- 
were  generally  committed  by  snndl    bands  of  lawless  men,  oruani/ed, 
under  various  names,  whose  priiu-ipal  objects  were  robbery  and  i)lunder./ 
There  was  no  civil  government  with  strength  enough  to  ariest  them, 
and    they    overawed    and    held    in    terror    the    more    ({uiet    citizens 
who  were  dis])osed  to  treat  the  freedmen  with  fairness  and  hunninity. 
But  for  the  presence  of  Burea.u  ot^icers,  sustained  by  a  nulitary  force, 
there  wonld  have  been  no  one  to  ^Vhom  these  victims  of  cruelty  and 
wronu-  could  have  appealed  for  defense.     And  the  evils  remedied  have 
probably  been  far  less  than  the  evils  prevented.     Ko  one  can  teli  what 
scenes  of  violence  and  strife  and  insurrection  the  whole  South  might 
have  presented,  without  the  i)resence  of  this  agency  of  the  government 
to  preserve  order  and  to  enforce  Justice.     Several  officers  and  agent:s 
have  been  severely  wounded,  and   some  have  lost   their  lives  in  this 
service.     Fallen  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  in  brave  defense  of 
right,  in  heroic  protection  of  the  weak  and  poor,  their  names  deserve  a 
place  (HI  their  country's  '^Eoll  of  Fame.'' 

When  the  Bureau  was  established  it  was  believed  that  the  abandoned 
lands  and  other  captured  "Confederate  States"  property,  A>diich  came 
uuder  charge  of  the  Bureau  by  the  terms  of  the  law  creating  it,  would 
furnish  a  sufticient  revenue  for  its  support.  Therefore,  no  appropriations 
were  made  by  Congress  to  defray  its  expenses  until  Jidy,  lS(j(i,  after  the 
greater  portion  of'the  "abandoiied  property"  had  been  restored  to  its 
former  owners.  The  money  accrued  before  and  since  the  organization 
of  this  Bureau  from  rent  of  lands,  sale  of  crops,  school  taxes  and  tuition, 
and  sale  of  "Confederate  States"  ]»roperty,  and  all  miscellaneous  sources, 
was  collected  together  and  called  the  ^'Befugees  and  Freedmen"s  Fund"' 
and  the  "  School  Fund."  and  has  amounted  to  one  million  eight  hundred 
and  sixtv-five  thousand  six  hinidred  and  forty-live  dollars  and  forty  cents, 
(81,8G5,(U,"i  40.) 
Appropriations  bv  Congress  for  the  tiscal  year  ending 

Julvl,18(;7    .:....: - 8(5,944,450  00 

For  tiie  tiscal  year  ending  -Inly  1,  ISOS 3,  83(1,  :iOO  00 

For  relief  of  destitute  citizens  in  this  district 40.  000  00 

For  relief  of  destitute  freednu'U  in  this  district l."),  000  00 

For  expenses  of  i)aying  bounties  in  1800 -IK  000  00 

For  the  support  of  hospitals '"iO.  <>00  00 

INIaking  a  total,  received  from  all  sources,  of 42,  905,  39.")  40 

The  exi)enditnres  from  the  (uganization  of  the  Bureau,  (including- 
assumed  accounts  of  the  "  Department  of  Xegro  Attairs,"t)  from  January  4, 

*  Report  of  assistant  coiiniiissioiicr  of  North  (,'aroliiui. 

tin  nearly  all  the  southern  States  the  interests  of  the  freed  people  (Inriiii;-  the  war 
Avere  under  the  control  of  military  ottieers  assi<«iie<l  hy  the  War  l)ei)artiiient.  Thus 
was  created  the  "Department  of  Negro  xVltUirs,"  and  their  accounts  were  assumed  by 
this  Bureau  from  January  1,  ld(j5. 
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ISO'),  to  Au}>ust  31,  18l>!»,  have  been  eleven  millious  two  liuiulred  and  f'oity- 
iiiiic  thoiis:iii(l  iiiul  twcnty-ei-iht  dollai's  and  ten  cents,  («!  1,L*41>,01*8  10.) 
In  addition  to  tliis  cash  e\'i»('nditnre  the  snljsistcnce,  medical  snitplies, 
<|n:irti'iniast('r  stores,  issned  to  refugees  an<l  IVci'dnicn  jnior  to  Jnly  1, 
lS(i(i,  were  tiirnislied  by  the  Comniissaiy,  .Medical,  an(l(^)nartciinaster's 
Department,  an«l  acconntcd  tor  in  theenrrcnt  expenses  of  those  depart- 
ments; they  were  not  eh iiru'ed  to  nor  i);iid  for  by  this  ]>nrean.  They 
amonnted  to  two  million  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  s<*ven  hnn- 
dred  and  ei<ihty-ei.uhl  dollars  :iud  seventy-two  cents  (.sl',.');)(>,7.S8  72)  in 
ori.ii'inal  cost ;  but  a  hir^e  portion  of  these  stores  bein^'  damaj^ed  and 
condemned  as  nntit  for  issue  to  troops,  their  real  value  to  the  j;'overn- 
ment  was  jtrobably  less  than  one  million  of  dolhirs,  (sj, ()()(>, 000.)  Adding 
their  original  cost  to  the  amonnt  ex])ended  from  appropriations  and 
other  sonn-es,  the  total  exjienses  of  the  Burean,  from  its  organization  to 
August  .31,  lS<)t>,  have  been  thirteen  millions  five  hnmlred  and  seventy- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  dollai's  and  eighty-two  cents, 
(S13,57!>,S1()  82.)  And  deducting  tifty  thousand  (s50.00(>)  dollars  trans- 
ferred to  the  Agriculturid  Department,  and  live  hundred  thousand 
(.S.~»00.000)  dollars  set  a])art  as  a  s[)ecial  relief  lund  for  all  classes  of  des- 
titute ]>eoi)le  in  the  southern  States,  in  aeeordnnce  with  Joint  resolution 
of  Congress  api)roved  ^laichoO,  1807,  thereal  cost  of  the  liurean  hasl)eeu 
thirteen  millions  twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars 
and  eighty-two  cents,  (si;{,02!),81(;  S2.) 

Tile  balance  remaining  on  hand  will  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  support 
of  the  bounty  and  educational  divisions  ami  the  oiu"  h()si)ital  remain- 
ing in  this  district.* 

To  this  hos])ital,  and  to  these  divisions  still  in  operation,  I  desire  to 
call  your  s])ecial  attention.  iSTo  one  can  visit  the  hosj)ital  and  become 
ac(puiinted  with  the  comlition  of  its  patients  without  seeing  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  it  for  some  years.  Its  inmates  are  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  It  wonld  not  be  just  to  reipiire  the  citizens  of  this  district  to 
provhle  for  them.  They  are  national  ]»aupers,  and  so  long  as  they  live 
their  misery  should  be  alleviated  as  f;ir  as  possible  at  the  nation's  expense. 

It  is  e(pndl>'  obvious  that  the  payment  of  bounties  ami  other  moneys 
due  colored  soldiers  must  be  continued  by  sonu'  agency  until  all  shall 
have  i\  reasonable  time  to  present  their  claims.  Natiomd  h(uu>r  forbids 
that  the  work  should  be  left  incom])lete,  and  an  act  of  Congress  will  be 
required  to  transfer  it  to  some  other  department  if  this  Bureau  shall  be 
entirely  closed. 

The  educational  work  should  not  only  be  continued  but  greatly 
extended.  If  the  State  governments  are  not  prepared  nor  willing  to  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  all  chisses,  (as  I  lio])e  they  soon  will  do,)  I  rec- 
ommend that  the  general  government  take  the  matter  in  hand.  "The 
safety  of  the  re|)ublic  is  the  supreme  law."  There  can  be  no  safety  uor 
permaiuMit  ])eace  when  ignorance  reigns.  The  law  of  self-preservatiou 
will  justify  the  national  legislature  in  establishing  through  the  Bureau  of 
JMlucatioii,  in-  some  other  agency,  a  general  system  of  free  schools,  and 
fuinishing  to  all  childjen  of  a  suitable  age  such  instruction  in  the  rudi- 
juents  of  leaining  as  may  be  necessary  to  tit  them  to  discharge  intelli- 
gently the  <luties  of  free  American  citizens. 
Ver\-  res[)ectfully, 

().  ().  nOWAKD, 
Brevet  Major  General^  Commissioner. 

General  W.  T.  Shek:\ia>', 

Secretary  of  War. 

'  For  detailed  .statement  of  receipts  and  exj^eiiditines  and  i-eport  of  the  chief  dis- 
bursing olliccr,  sec  Api)endix  G. 
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chief  medical  officer's  report. 

Gkxkhal:  In  coniplianco  with  iiist  motions  received  from  Urevot  Major  C.cnoral  O.  O. 
Howard,  Coiuiuissioner,  I  liavo  the  honor  to  present  the  following;  rei|ort  of  the  niodieal 
department  Bnrean  Refngees,  Freeihnen,  and  Ahanchmed  Lands  for  the  year  eom- 
meneinii  Jnlv  1,  If'lif^.  and  ending  .Innc:K>,  18()9. 

The  iinniher  of  froedmen's  liospitals  in  o])eration  in  the  sonthern  .*<tates  on  Jnly  1, 
18()S,  was  t  wenly-one,  {2\.)  tlie  nnniher  of  dis))ensaries  (wlven'  medieines  were  furnisiied 
to  tliose  who  applied  for  tliem)  was  forty-eiglit,  (4S.)— (See  Tahhj  A.) 

During  the  period  embraced  in  this  report,  special  attention  has  be<'n  devoted  to  the 
c(nitractTng  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  ojierations  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
Bureau.  Just  as  far" as  the  southern  States  became  reconstructed  and  i)r()Vided  with, 
the  requisite  State  and  municii)al  organizations,  which  enable  tlunn  to  take  charge  of 
their  own  i>oor,  the  hosi>itals  were  turned  over  to  theuj.  In  no  case,  liowever,  were  the 
hospitals  closed  until  arrangements  had  previously  been  made  for  the  care  and  su])port 
of  the  helpless  inmates.  In  many  cases  tin;  Commissioner,  as  an  inducement  to  the  State 
and  city  authorities  to  assume' charge  of  tiie  hospital,  donated  to  them  tin;  partly 
worn  hospital  furniture,  medicines,  &c.,  on  condition  that  the  United  States  goveru- 
mout  shoiUd  be  relieved  from  the  futurt>  sujipDrt  of  the  patients. 

The  closing  of  the  hosi»itals,  above  referred  to,  was  carried  on  continuously  during 
186S.  and  during  the  earlier  part  of  18!i<)  the  hospitals  at  Talladega,  Alabama,  X(;w 
Orleans.  Louisiana,  Yicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  Ltniisville,  Kentucky,  were  also  closed, 
leaving  Open  on  June  30,  1869,  only  two  freedmen  hospitals,  one  located  at  Richmond, 
Vii'ginia,  and  one  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  siuce  the  datt;  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  number  ol 
hospitals  has  decreased  from  twenty-oue  ('21)  to  two,  (-2.)  and  of  the  forty-eight  (48) 
dispensaries  open  at  date  of  last  report,  not  one  is  uow  iu  operation  in  the  southern 

States.  ,      ,    i- 

Brevet  Colonel  and  Surgeon  L.  A.  Edwards  continued  acceptaldy  to  pertorm  tiie  duties 
of  chii'f  medical  ofticer,  until  he  was,  (at  his  own  request,)  on  April  6,  18G1>,  relieved,, 
and  succeeded  by  Dr.  R.  Reyburn. 

The  number  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  in  the  hospitals  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (2:59,)  and  at  Washington,  D.  C,  is  three 
Irumlred  and  two,  (302  ;)  total  live  luintbed  and  forty-one,  (r)41.) 

The  vast  inajin-ity  of  these  patients  are  so  lu-lpless,  either  from  old  age  or  bodily- 
intirmitv,  that  thev  will  require  to  be  supported  from  some  soiu'ce  during  the  remainder 
of  their'lives.  In'the  hospital  at  Richmond  there  are  at  present  seventy-one  (71)  insane 
colored  patients.  The  proper  disposal  of  these  ])ersons  has  been  a  source  of  great  embar- 
rassment on  account  of  there  being  no  accommodations  at  either  of  the  State  asylums  at 
Staunton  or  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  for  their  reception. 

In  order  to  oljviate  this  ditticMilty,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  temporary 
building  be  erected  adjoining  the*  hospital  buihling  at  Washington,  B.  C,  which  will 
contaiirthese  insane  patients,  and  that  as  soon  as  it  is  completed  they  Vie  removed 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  hospital  at  Richmond  can  then  be  closed,  thus  eliecting  a 
large  saving  auuuallv  to  the  government. 

The  number  of  freed  people  treated  during  the  year  has  been  sixty-tive  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  (().'>,7'.)2;)  of  these  thirteen  hundri'd  and  forty-one  (1,341) 
have  died,  being  two  (2)" per  cent,  of  those  under  treatment.— (See  TaVile  B.) 

The  number  of  white  refugees  under  treatment  by  the  medical  oflicersou  duty  in  the 
Bureau  during  the  year  was  twelve  hundn-d  and  sixty-six,  (1,2015;)  of  these  eighteen  (18) 
died,  being  1  i^V  of\he  niunl)er  treated. — (See  Table  C.) 

The  total  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  sixty-seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  (07,238,)  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  thirteen  hundred 
and  tiftv-nine,  (1,:V)'J.) 

The  number  of  l>irths  in  hospital  and  elsewhere  attended  l)y  medical  otticers  ot  tlu; 
Bureau  was  .seven  hniuhed  and  sixty,  (700  ;)  vaccinations,  one  hundred  and  eight,  (108.) — 
(See  Table  D.)  ' 

The  number  of  medical  officers  at  date  of  last  report  was  fifty-seven,  (.j7.)— (See  1  able- 
E.)  This  number  has  be«m  reduced,  by  the  closing  of  hospitals  and  dipensaries,  to  livcj. 
(5,)  which  is  the  present  number. 

Xo  epiihinicsor  contagions  diseases  have  appeared  among  the  freed  people  during  the 
past  year. 

The  closing  of  so  many  hospitals  has  necessitated  the  severing  of  the  ties  that  ha.A'e 
so  pleasantly  united  the  chief  medical  officer  with  the  physicians  on  duty  in  the  l?ureau,. 
and  it  is  hi.s'iileasing  duty  to  bear  witness  to  the  conscientious,  able,  and  uiuight  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  pertbrmed.  How  irk.some,  fatiguing,  and  even  dangerous  their 
dut  ies  have  been,  is  entirely  unknown  to  and  unai)i)ieciated  by  the  public.    Where  .so  niany 
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celled,  it  may  appear  invidious  to  distinguish,  yet  the  energy  and  marked  adminis- 
,tive  ability  of  Dr.  M.  K.  Hogan,  surgeon-iu-chief,  district  of  South  Carolina,  and 
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late  brevet  culoiul  and  suryion  Uiiitetl  States  vuliiiiteeis,  entitle  liim  to  special  meu- 
tiou. 

The  services  of  Dr.  J.J.  Do  Lamater,  surgeon-in-cliief,  district  of  Virginia,  late  brevet 
lieutenant  colonel  and  surgeon  United  States  volunteers  and  Dr.  D.  R.  Brower,  late 
acting  assistant  snrgcon  I'nited  States  x\nny,  of  tin- State  of  \'irginia,  lia\f  been  of  the 
most  valuable  and  cllicient  cliaracter,  as  -were  also  tliosc  of  Dr.  1'.  Glennon,  late  assist- 
ant surgeon  United  States  volunteers,  on  duty  in  the  bospital  at  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

The  records  of  the  othce  show  that  about  a  half  million  of  recorded  cases  have  been 
treated  by  the  physicians  enqdoyed  in  the  Ihireau,  and  it  will  be  quite  safe  to  consider 
that  at  least  an  eijiuil  number  have  been  i)rescribed  for  where  cases  have  not  been 
recorded,  thus  making  at  least  one  million  of  persons  who  have  received  medical  assist- 
ance during  the  existence  of  the  l|urean. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  REYBURN, 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  Bureau  li.  F.  and  A.  L. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Whittlesey, 

Acting  AasisUmt  Adjutant  General,  Bureau  B.  I',  and  A.  L. 


■Tabic  exhibiting  the  number  of  hospitals,  dispensaries,  and  outdoor  stations  in  operation 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1869. 


HOSPITALS. 

DISPENSARIES  AND 
OUTDOOK  STATIONS. 

DistrictB. 
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Number  in  op- 
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30,  1869. 

June   30,  1869,   ca- 
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1 
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61 
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6 

6 
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4 

;:::::::::;:::;;:: 

1 
3 
5 
2 
5 

TenneBsee 

Total 

1 

21 

2 

541                fiS 

48 

B. — Consolidated  report  of  freedmen  treated  and  died  during  the  period  commencing  July  I, 
lriG8,  and  ending  June  30,  1869,  together  with  the  number  remaining  under  treatment  at  the 
latter  date. 
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661 

1,659 
88 
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736 
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2,  752' 18, 316 
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83 
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448  0  44 
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113     3 
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North  Carolina 

'539 

3, 240 

1,155 

66 

153 

772 

639 

182 

869 

76 

21 
31 
24 
2 
2 
107 
35 
13 
20 

29 
38 
15 

2 

2 
62 
22 

8 
23 

5 

18 

38 

2 

"4 

34 

11 

32 

29 

6 

1 

2 

24 

11 

100 
136 

4 .» 

Soutli  Curoliua 

3,305 

1,148 

55 

141 

732 

515 

163 

860 

72 

19,  093 

8,002 

289 

653 

3,400 

3,025 

1, 782 

5,830 

464 

71 

Georgia 

47i  .58 
5il.73 
101.53 
227 '6.  67 
79  2. 24 
21  1. 17 
92  1.  57 
13  2.  80 

Alabiiniii 

Mississippi 

Arkani-aa 

Kentucky 

24 

25 

1 

Tennessee 

Total 

17, 970 

26,  644 

10,710 

10  648,fi.">  972 

460 

395   240 

246 

1  341 ':>  m 

540 
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C. — Consolidntfd  report  of  refiarres  trmtrd  mid  dud  dnriug  the  year  commcnrinir  July  1,  18G8, 
and  ending  June  'M,  1869,  together  with  the  number  remaining  on  hand  at  the  latter  date. 
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18 
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1 

1 

T).— Report  of  births  and  vaccinatiutis  during  the  year  commencing  July  1,  13G8,  and  ending 

June  V,0,  l^ii'J. 


BIRTHS. 

VACCINATED. 

REVACCINATED. 

Districts. 
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E. Table  exhihitin-'  the  number  of  iiuilictil  officers  and  hospital  attendants  in  the    Bureau 

during  the  year  ending  June  30,  18(51). 


DUtricts. 


COMMISSIONED  OFFI- 
CERS. 


Number  on 
duty  during 

the  year 
ending  June 

30,  1867. 


CoUiinbiii 

Vir{,'inii» 

North  Cnrnliua . 
South  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Louisiana 

Mij.-<issip|ii 

Arkansas 

Kentuckj' 

Tennessee 


Number  re- 
maining on 
duty  June 
30,  1869. 


PRIVATE  PHYSICIANS. 


Number  on 
duty  during 

the   year 
ending  June 

30,  1867. 


Total. 


Number  re- 
maining on 
duty  June 
30, 1869. 


HOSPITAL  ATTENDANTS. 


Number  on 
duty  June 
30, 1869. 


36 

24 

6 

4 

21 

0 

10 

25 

21 

20 

7 

5 


Number  re- 
maining on 
duty  June 
30, 1869. 


53 


APPE^VDIX    B. 

CONSOLIDATED  SUBSISTENCE  REPORT. 

Number  of  rations  issued  to  dependent  refugees  and  freedmen  in  the  different  States  and  dis- 
tricts, respectively,  from  June  1,  1865,  to  January  1,  Jd69. 


Month. 

Refugees. 

Freedmen. 

Total. 

Month. 

Refugees.      Freedmen. 

1 

Total. 

1865. 

313,  627 
85,412 
158,  624 
370,  633 
66,  785 
54,  650i 
66,  246 

36, 181 
282,  908  J 
743,  957 
1,  080,  010 
743,  244 
-543,  479 
604,  598i 

349,  808 
3U8,  380i 
902,  581 
1,  450,  64.i 
810,029 
698,  129* 
670,  844* 

1867. 

March 

April 

May 

29, 110 
49,  764 
42,  811 
100,  228 
82,  907 
52,  562 
6,282 
14,  226* 
11, 532i 
10, 142 

271,441 
280,  738 
320,  501 
404, 286 
355, 510 
357,  461 
166, 388* 
161,929i 
160, 449 
133,  034 

300, 551 

July 

330,  502 

AiignsI 

September  ... 

October 

November 

December 

363, 312 
504,  514 

July 

438,  417 

August 

September 

October 

November  ... 
December 

Total  .... 

1868. 

January  

February 

March  

April 

May 

410,023 
172,  670i 
176, 156 

Total.... 

1866. 
January 

1, 115,  977i 

134,  848 
339,  957.V 
382, 745i 
356, 246 
571, 993 
751,327 
583,  949i 
350, 878i 
259, 368 
2,771 
7  584 

4,  134, 438 

585, 507+ 
648,  108i 
646,  366i 
552,  646i 
573, 885 
650,  724i 
57C,  587* 
540,  127| 
481,677 
182,914 

IfiO    OOO 

5, 250,  415i 

720,  415* 

988, 066 

1,029,112 

908, 892* 

1, 145,  878 

l,402,0oU 

1,  076,  537 

891,006 

741,045 

185,685 

175,  806 

191,986 

172,  98U 
143,  176 

457,  443 

3, 110, 190 

3,  567,  633 

February 

March 

April 

May 

20,605i         141,395i 

162,  001 

35,  778 
48,  757 
22, 495 
19,  002 
18,  356 
16,  045i 
14,  897 
16, 362 
13,  037 
13, 870 
9,109 

205,  969* 
221, 133* 
189,  932 
310,  64U 
488,  428 
239, 833* 
144,  224i 
116, 178* 
107, 065i 

104,  068 

105,  717 

241,747i 

July 

269,  890* 

August 

212,  427 
329,  643* 

506, 784 

July 

255, 879 

December 

7,  565           184,  423 

August 

September  ... 

October 

November 

December 

Total  .... 

159, 121i 
132,  540^ 

Total 

3,669,233       5,787,249* 

9,  456,  482* 

1 

120, 102i 
117,  938 

1867. 

January 

February 

37, 836 
20,  042 

227,  037 
270,  415 

264,  873 
290,  457 

114,826 

248, 314 

2, 374,  587 

2,  622,  901 

Xotal  for  years  1865,  1866, 1867,  and  1868,  20,897,453 
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Oh  till"  Jst  (lay  (if.lamiavy.  \^iV.).  (he  Hiircau,  (with  tlic  fxccpl  ion  of  llic  I'diical  ioiial, 
bounty,  and  tlaiiii  dcpartiiu'iits,)  was  withdrawn  I'rom  tlu'  scvoial  States  in  wliicli  its 
operations  had  lioen  eondnetetl.  Hos])itals  were,  however,  (•(vntinued  at  Washinj^ton, 
D.  C;  l\ichniond,  Virginia;  New  Oilcans.  J.onisiaua ;  Viekshnr;:;,  Mississippi;  and 
LonisviUe.  Kentncky. 

Tlie  total  nunil)er  of  rations  issued  tt>  inmates  of  hospitals  from  January  1,  1809,  to 
Se]>tenil)er,   lH(i',»,  was  : 

District  of  Columbia 114,7-22 

Vir-inia Jl,:52« 

Alississii)i)i 21 ,  "l-'l 

Louisiana ~*,  •'■'•^> 

Kentucky <>,  465 

Total 'S.l^,m 


APPEXDIX    D. 

TR.\N.SPORT  ATIOX  RE  PORT . 

Staicmcni  of  iranvportatioii  for  pa.'i^ciKjcrs  (tiidslon'sfurui-'^hcd  hi/  Bureau  of  l^cfuf/ecs,  Frccd- 
mcn,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  from  May  5,  18(55,  to  March  20,  Idtjy,  as  shown  by  the  records 
in  the  office  of  the  chief  eiuartermaster  of  this  Bureau. 


• 

Xumber  of  refuj 

ees 

Number  of  freedmen 

X 

i 

■■- 

transported. 

trau.sported. 

5'S 
0 

a 

r  ° 

« 

to     . 

By  "whom  autliorizcd. 

1 

S 
S 

2 

3 

Total. 

S 

a 

a 

Total. 

X  =  ?< 
7:  r  ^ 

m 

From  Mav  5,  ls'G5,  to 

Sept.  30.  1866,  on  or- 

ders i.ssued  troiii  A<1- 

jutaut  General's  of- 

673 

561 

970 

2,  204 

5,046 

2,202    1,261 

8,  509 

111 

10,  824 

From  October  1,  1866, 

to    Sept.     30,    1867, 

ou  ordir.<  issued  by 

ehief  quartermaster. . 

2-2G 

2G7 

227 

720 

7,  622 

5,086   3,286 

1,5,  994 

185  11,588 

18,  487 

4,  i77 

On  orders   issued    by 

1 

1 

ass't  commissioners.. 

20 

23 

15 

58 

396 

319 

222 

937 

475         16 

1,486 

8,288 

lYom  Octolier  1,  1867, 

to  Sept.  30,  1868,  on 

orders     issued      by 

cliiet'  (iiiarteniiastei-. . 

53 

9-1 

88 

235 

891 

1,129 

735 

2,  7.55 

130  [1,143 

4,  2(i3 

2,055 

On   ordi'rs    issuiid  by 

ass't  commissioners. . 

105 

103 

98 

306 

6.59 

361 

187 

1,  207 

055 

50 

2, 218 

2,760 

On  orders    issued    by 

chief  (luartermuster, 

from  October  1.  1868, 

to   :March   H).  lr-6'.)... 

33 

53 

81 

170 

8 

11 

10 

29 

203  1     660 

1,  062 

749 

On   orders    issued    by 

ass't  commissioners. . 

63 

70 

60 

199 

1 

17 

70  1 

29 

37       221 

497 

.523 

Total 

1,173 

1,171 

,1,'548 

3,  892 

|l4,  G39 

9,120  15.701  129,460 

1,790   3,677 

38,819  |18,  8.52 

1 

1 

1 

Remarks. — The  reports  of  the  assistant  commissioner  of  South  Carolina  for  the 
months  of  .July  and  Aujjjust,  18G7,  show  l(V2,2-22  ixmnds  of  bacon  and  ])ork,  and  1,:?07.788 
pounds  of  corn,  transported ;  the  number  of  jjaekaoes  not  bciujf  stated.  Tlie  transjiort- 
ation  of  25,000  feet  of  lumber  is  also  reported  in  same  nuuiner  by  assistant  commis- 
sioner of  Louisiana. 

I  certify  that  the  above  statement  is  correct. 

HENRY  M.  WHITTLESEY, 
Chief  Quartermaster  Bureau  of  liefufjees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands. 
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APPEXDIX    E. 

ABSTRACT  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  REPORT. 

The  fducational  returns  from  the  several  State  superintendents  furnisli  evideuee  of 
deiided  progress.  Ditticulties  indeed  still eontinue,  arisiuj; from  prejudice,  iiulillcrence, 
want  of  nunins — more  especially  durinj?  the  last  year;  from  itolitical  disturbances 
throujihout  the  whole  country,  "liriugin^-  into  violent  debate  our  cause  and  even  the 
character  of  this  Unreau.  and  also  tVnm  agitation  of  the  varicnis  unsettled  southern  ques- 
tions on  the  subject  of  reconstruction.  JUit  these  dittlculties  have  been  in  the  main 
surmounted.  The  intrinsic  excellence  of  the  work,  its  general  conduct  under  your  di- 
rections, and  the  large,  varied  results  have  been  their  own  testimonial,  securing  from 
all  (piarters  high  connncndatiim.  Organized  opposition  appears  to  have  mainly  ceased, 
and  favor  towards  schoitls/or  nil,  in  most  of  the  States,  is  publicly  professed. 

From  the  freedmcn  thcnisclvcs  wc  continue  to  receive  hearty  response  to  all  our  ap- 
p.-als.  Thirst  for  knowledge  does  not  abate.  A  taste  of  it,  and  even  its  advanced  attain- 
ments, oidy  redoul)le(l  the  desire.  Productive  industry  is  now  furnishing  them  with 
means  for  paying  tuition,  and  all  of  their  color  who,  in  our  normal  schools,  have  been 
prejtared  to  teach,  enter  with  alacrity  upon  the  work,  and  pursue  it  with  success.  The 
benevolent  associations  do  not  tire,  'if  some  are  doing  less,  others  increase  their  efforts, 
and  new  agencies,  esjiecially  under  church  organization,  are  coming  into  the  held.  An 
elfort,  the  last  year,  almost  "unanimous,  has  been  made  to  organize  and  endow  high  and 
training  schools  foi-  the  preparation  of  teachers.  This  ctfort  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful." Thirty-nine  such  schools,  as  will  be  seen,  having  :{,:377  pupils,  with  many  nor- 
mal classes  in  those  of  a  lower  grade,  are  reported. 

While  the  above  schools  will  be  urged  forward,  attention  will  now  be  turned  to  the 
destitute  poimlatious  in  rural  and  remote  districts,  where,  until  recently,  danger  threat- 
ened our  unprotected  teachers.  , 

Suiterintendents  have  aided  largely  in  distributing  the  Peabody  fund  in  nearly  all  of 
the  States.  Tliis  arrangement  was  made  with  Dr.  Sears,  the  general  agent  of  that  fund, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  great  good  has  thereby  been  accomplished  at 
very  little  atlded  expense.  The  late  concentration  of  this  Bureau  more  directly  upon 
the'work  of  education,  meets  with  geiun-al  approbation.  This,  the  hearts  of  our  friends 
at  the  North  were  set  upon, and  it  has  everywhere  rejoiced  the  tVeedmen.  We  hope  that 
our  legislators  will  add  a  hearty  api)roval,  and  increase  the  i)reseiit  appropriation  to 
anv  reasonable  amount  which  may  be;  needed.  At  the  opening  of  the  coming  school 
term  .supcrintentlents  generally  will  need  some  assistance ;  some  States  are  larger, 
making  it  c^uite  imptlssible  for  one  man  to  traverse  their  extended  territory,  in- 
specting, noting  destitutions,  organizing  new  schools,  procuring  teachers,  and  reporting 
svstematicallv  the  whole.  If  large  results  are  hoped  for,  the  force  employed  nuist  be 
in  due  proportion.  The  present  educational  schedule  of  this  Bureau  contemplates  in- 
creased results  the  coming  vear.  Arrangeuu-nts  have  btH'n  made  by  which  a  portion  of 
current  expense  of  all  schools  of  thirty  pupils  each  will  be  paid,  while  the  construction 
of  school-houses  in  destitute  regions  will  be  aided  to  the  full  extent  of  the  means  in 
hand. 

The  people  and  Congress  will  decide  upon  the  continuance  of  this  educational  organ- 
ization. We  can  onlv  say  that  reports  and  correspondence  fn)m  all  quarters  urge  this  ; 
the  freculmen  with  united  voice  beg  for  it,  and  their  friends  both  North  and  South  are 
demanding  continuance  of  governi'nental  aid, with  arguments  which  seem  unanswerable. 
We  report  larger  numbers  now  than  ever  before,  and  yet  it  should  be  said  that  there 
are  also  manv  under  instruction  in  inferior  schools  usually  with  colored  teachers, 
throughout  all  the  interior  of  the  southern  States,  but  which  do  not  in  any  way  appear 
in  our  report.  This  is  the  home  effort  of  this  people  after  knowledge,  imperfect  indeed, 
and  with  no  outside  patronage  from  any  (piarter.  If  such  schools  were  counted,  a  con- 
siderable larger  number  would  appear.  We  only  give  in  our  report  those  within  the 
actual  knowledge  of  our  superintendents. 

STATISTICAL   SUJIM A  li V. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  educational  statistics,  regularly  reported  on  the 
blanks  of  this  office : 

Sihools,  dav  and  night 2,118 

Schools,  Sabbath 1 .  1^6 

Total ^.314 

Teachers,  day  and  night  schools ~>  ^^^ 

Teachers,  Sabbath  schools •">.  454 

Total 7,909 
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Pupils,  (lay  niul  iiiji'lit  schools n4,:V>2 

Pupils,  Sai)l>atli  schools >'.»,  7:U 

Total ^04,25:5 

Of  these  ])ii])ils  19'2.'2"27  are  Te])orl(Ml  as  having'  heen  slaves  l>eior(>  the  Avar. 

Ot"  the  ahuve  day  ami  uiiiht  schools,  the  IVeedmeii  sustained,  wholly  or  in  i)art.  1,-^'81, 
and  are  the  owners  of  7.'>9  of  the  liuildinns  in  wiiich  the  schools  are  held.  Th(*  Bureau 
furnished  77"2  of  these  buildin,!;s.  The  majority  of  these  schools  are  conducted  accord- 
ing- to  the  most  ini])roved  modern  system.  Many  able  instructors  are  successfully 
lai)orini;'  in  them,  as  is  proved  hy  the  numher  of  a<lvanced  schools,  ;U2  of  which  aro 
reported  as  «iraded.  Some  of  these  rival  the  same  class  of  inst  it  utions  in  the  X(»rth,  of 
much  louii'cr  standinj^;.  The  average  attendance  of  pupils  in  the  day  and  night  schools 
has  lieen  V^'.t.lilXi,  being  78  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  enrolled.  l*upils  show  u  com- 
men(hible  perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  .V.)  per  cent,  being  always  present, 
and  'u  ]wv  cent,  always  ])unctual. 

Rai)i<l  progress  in  study  is  apparent :  4:'),74()  being  advanced  readers;  l^fi.OO^  studying 
geography:  r)l.l72  arithmetic;  oi^'OC)  writing;  and  7,027  are  in  higher  brandies. 
During  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year  we  had  :?l>,r>78  advanced  readers ;  ;U,-213 
studying  geograi)hy  ;  48,208  arithmetic  ;  4l),113  writing ;  and  5,712  higher  branches, 
showing  the  following  gratifying  comparison  : 

Iiicr(>ase  t)f  1869  over  1808  : 

Advanced  rcMiders 4, 108 

Geogiaidiv 0,797 

Arithmetic ^,  904 

Writ  ing 7,  493 

Higher  branches 1,  915 

The  freedmeu  assist  in  sui)])ort  of  their  schools  to  the  extent  of  their  a1)ility.  As 
their  condition  is  improved,  their  willingness  to  contribute  for  educational,  as  they 
always  have  for  religions,  interests  exhibits  itself  in  the  largely  augmented  amount 
paid  "for  The  support,  of  schools.  Forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-six 
pupils  itaid  8100,806  19  tor  tuition.  This  is  by  far  the  largest  aggregate  sum  wo 
have  yet  had  the  privilege  of  reporting ;  while  many  thousands  of  dollars  were  exitemhid 
for  board  and  salaries  of  teachers,  and  for  construction  of  school-houses,  of  which  wc 
received  no  report,  the  actual  amount  of  which  would  greatly  increase  the  above  sum. 

In  the  :>9  high  and  training  schools  most  of  the  students  are  preparing  to  become 
teachers,  showing  good  proficiency  in  study,  with  general  aptitude  for  the  duties  of 
their  coming  ]u-ofes'sion.  The  larger  pro])ortiou  of  the  3,377  pupils  in  these  institutions 
will,  undoubtedly,  go  forth  to  train  other  minds  in  the  same  paths  of  knowledge. 
There  an'  17  industrial  schools,  conducted  by  a  competent  corps  of  teachers,  having  in 
all  9S0  pupils.  Besides  th(>se,  tliere  are  many  normal  and  industrial  classes  in  otlior 
schools,  where  pupils  are  instructed  in  teacher's  duties  and  domestic  economy,  with 
very  gratifying  success,  reixu-fed  as  irregular  schools.  Besides  the  above  schools,  tliere 
are'the  foirowing  within  the  knowledge  of  our  .sni)erintendents,  but  as  yet  not  regu- 
larly rei)orted  l)y  teachers.  The  facts  stated  of  these  schools,  howcn-er,  are  undoubted, 
as  superintendents  are  specially  instructed  to  ascertain  them: 

Schools,  day  and  night '  ^-1 

Schools,  Sabbath. . ." 310 

Total 1,110 

Teachers,  dav  and  night  schools 902 

Teachers,  Sabbath 692 

Total 1, 594 

Pupils,  day  and  night  schools 34,722 

Pupils,  Sabbath 17,378 

Total 52,100 


Many  of  these  schools  are  known  to  be  instructed  by  well  educated,  experienced 
teachers,  who  are  doing  a  noble  work.  Adding  .all  of  these  to  the  regularly  reported 
schools,  we  have  an  aggregate  of — 

Total  schools,  (of  all  kinds) 4,  424 

Total  teachers,  (of  all  kinds) 9,503 

Total  pni.ils,  (of  all  kinds) 250, 353 
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This  is  till!  laiji;tst  result  wf  liavo  yet  reached,  and,  in  comparison  with  the  corre- 
sponding six  niontlis  of  hist  year,  sliows  an  increase  in — 

Schools,  (of  all  kinds) 444 

Teachers,  (of  all  kinds) ^-^i") 

Pupils,  (of  all  kinds) 10,  407 

It  shonKl  be  noticed  that  teachers  and  pnpils,  as  tlins  rei)orted,  are,  in  many  cases, 
dujdicated  in  eonsididatinj;-  the  several  kinds  of  schoids.  This  is  unavoidable,  if  each 
school  (Sabliath  and  week  day,  or  nijiht)  received  credit  for  its  own  whole  ininiber. 
Our  method  sliows  the  actual  work  in  these  several  institutions,  resjiectively,  and 
in  the  siinmiinj;;  up  of  the  whole  we  state  the  total  auKuml  i>t' pcrsunal  tuition  furnished, 
rather  than  the  exact  number  of  persons  tauglit. 

KXPEXDITURES. 

The  total  amount  of  expenditures  of  this  Bureau  for  the  support  of  schools  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  181)9,  to  June  30,  IHijO,  is  as  follows  : 

From  school  fund S2,  OOG  01 

From  rcfujjjees  aud  freednien's  fund 13-'>,  '••'4  Oq 

From  appropriatiiui  fund '-^^O,  91)4  99 

518,635  00 
For  transportation  of  teachers  and  of  school  books  (estimated)  charged  to 

"  transportation  account  "  on  books  of  disbiu'sinj;-  officer 4, 700  00 

• — 

Total  by  Bureau : o2'i,  335  00 

Bv  benevolent  societies,  churches,  individuals,  and  from  for- 
eign countries,  (estimated) $365,  000  00 

Bv  freedmen,  (estimated) 190,  000  00 

'  555. 000  00 

Grand  total  for  educational  purposes  paid  by  all  parties  during  the  sis 

months 1,078,335  00 


Included  in  the  figures  above  given  is  the  sum  of  .$56,693,  which  has  been  paid  at 
these  head((uarters,  immediately,  to  various  benevolent  associations  under  the  new 
rental  arrangements,  at  the  rate  of  $10  per  month  for  each  school  having  an  average 
attendance  of  30  or  more  sch(dars.  This  aid  has  emibled  these  organizations  largely  to 
augnu'ut  the  numl)er  of  teachers  in  the  field,  and  we  anticipate  a  still  further  increase 
next  year  if  this  aid  is  continued. 

SUJOIARY  BY  STATES. 


States. 


District  of  Columbia,  Delaware, 
Maryland  aud  West  Virginia. 


Virginia 

North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Florida 


Schools 


Day  and  uight.335. 
Sabbath 107. 

Day  and  night. 398. 
Sabbath 195. 

Day  and  night,  431. 
Sabbath 413. 

Dav  and  night.. 70. 
Sabbath 40. 

Day  and  uiglit.206. 
Sabbath 143 

Day  aud  night.. 32, 
.Sabbath 20 


Alabama Day  and  night.  140. 

I  Sabbath 49. 

MiBsissippi Day  and  night.  104. 

Sabbath 61. 

Louisiaua Day  and  night. 404. 

1  Sabbath 136. 


Teachers. 


364 
381 


427 

872 


490 
1,413 


1,'')7 
237 


209 
731 


183 
244 


136 
246 


467 
266 


Pupils. 


Remarks. 


16,  335     Of  these,  nine  are  high  or  training 

4,  009         schools,  with  510  pupils. 

19,  608     Of  these,  seven  are  high  or  train- 
12,  577         ing  schools,  with  363  pupils. 

20, 227     Of  these,  four  are  high  or  train- 
25,  275         ing  schools,  with  110  pupils. 

7, 168     Of  these,  two  are  high  or  train- 
3,  969  I      ing  schools,  with  388  pupils. 

10,  399  I  Of  these,  one  is  a  high  or  training 
17,291         school,  with  45  pupils. 

1,507 
1, 168 

11,531     Of  these,  one  is  a  high  or  training 

5,  213  1      school,  with  54  pupils. 

5,  673  I  Of  these,  one  is  a  high  or  training 
6, 179         school,  with  10  pupils. 

17, 280     Of  these,  two  arc  high  or  training 
7,  088  I      schools,  with  250  pupils. 
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Summarii  by  .S/rt/cs— Coiitiimcd. 


2b 


States. 


Texas 

Arkansas 

Tcunessee 

Kentucky 

Missouri  and  Kausas 
Total 


Schools. 


Day  and  night.. O."). 
Sabbath 7-1. 

Day  and  night.. 27. 
Sabbath 24. 

Day  aud  night.  163. 
Sabbath 80. 

Dav  and  night. 354. 
Sabbath 170. 

Dav  and  night.  153. 
Sabbath 


Teachers.     Pupils. 


!)0 
Itil 


33 
118 


220 
429 


377 
993 


Dayandnight.2,912. 
Sabbath 1,512. 


4,188 
4,  328 


1,  613 

1,647 


10,  513 
6, 921 


15, 022 
11,244 


8,180 


149,  244 
107, 109 


Remarks. 


Of  these,  two  are  high  or  training 
schools,  with  134  pupils. 

Of  these,  five  are  high  or  training 
schools,  with  519  pupils. 

Of  these,  four  are  high  or  training 
schools,  with  912  pupils. 

Of  tliese,  one  is  a  high  or  training 
school,  with  190  pupils. 

Total  high  or  training  schools,  39. 

Total  pupils  in  same,  3,377. 


For  more  <jeueral  iufonuatiou  in  rojiixrd  to  the  scliool  work,  refereucc  may  be  had 
to  the  general  superiuteudeut's  report  lor  July  1,  1669. 


APPEXI>IX    F. 

REPORT  OF  CLAIM  DIVISION. 

War  Department, 
Bureau  Refugees,  FREED:\rEN  axd  Abando.ved  Laxds, 

Wa.-ihhKjton,  D.  C,  Odoler  20,  1809. 
Gexeral:  I  have  the  honor  to  snl)niit  for  your  consideration  the  followiuo-  schedules, 
exhibitln.i:;  the  operations  of  the  claioi  division  of  this  Bureau,  since  the  date  of  my  last 
annual  report. 

Schedule  A,  shoiviug  the  prosecution  hij  Om  office  of  chtims  of  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  and  their 
heirs  duriny  the  year  endiny  Auyust  31,  1809. 

Number  of  claims  pending  settlement  in  the  various  departments  at  date 

of  last  annual  report ^>  ~*2'^. 

Number  awaiting  completion  of  evidence -J^O 

Total  remaining  unsettled '^'  ^~^ 

Number  of  claims  received  since  date  of  last  report 1,'ilO 

Total •""'.  ■^•^'' 

Number  of  claims  settled -  — _     1,  /~8 

Number  pending  settlement  in  the  various  departments 2,  101 

Number  awaiting  completion  of  ovidenco f'-j" 

Total  remaining  unsettled i,  311 

Total •""''  "-^'^ 

Total  value  of  certificates,  checks,  &c.,  received  in  .settlement  of  chums  fded 
by  this  ofhce  since  the  date  of  last  annual  rei»ort,  aud  forward(Hl  to  the 
chief  disbursing  officer  for  jjaynient ^^'^^  >  '"'■'  '"' 

In  the  pro.secutiou  and  ]iayment  of  these  claims,  claimants  have  been  subject  to  no 
expense,  except  for  notarial  fees  required  in  tlie  exigent  ion  of  papers. 
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Schedule  B,  showing  the  work  of  adjiistbifj  for  paiimciit  cerfif  cafes,  chcekfi,  ^-c.,  issued  in 
sctttcntint  of  the  claims  of  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  and  their  heirs,  (in  accordance  with  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  upprorcd  March  29,  1867J  since  the  date  of  last  annual  re2)ort. 

NumluT  offci'titkatcs,  &c.,  in  i^rocess  of  atljustmeut  August  31,  1868,  per  last  report: 

Second  Antlitor's  certificates 1, 045 

Fourth  Anditoi-'s  certificates 10 

Clieclis '5 

1, 058 

Number  of  certificates,  »S:c.,  received  fi-om  September  1,  1868,  to,  and  including 
August  31,  1869: 

Second  Auditor's  certificates 14, 548 

Fourth  Auditor's  certificates 138 

Checks " 

14,693 

Total 15, 751 

Number  of  certificates,  &c.,  sent  chief  disbursing  officer  for  payment : 

Second  Auditor's  certificates 14,  319 

Fourtli  Auditor's  certificates j 148 

Checks 10 

14,477 
Number  of  certificates,  &c.,  in  process  of  adjustment,  August  31,  1869 : 

Second  Auditor's  certificates 1,274 

Total 15,751 

Value  of  certificates  and  checks  above  reported : $2, 725, 911  13 

The  work  of  adjusting  these  certificates  has  consisted  in  a  careful  comparison  of  each 
with  the  Atulitors  letter  transmitting  and  describing  the  same,  and  with  the  discharge  of 
the  claimant ;  in  allowing  to  licensed  attorneys  and  agents  the  fi-es  prescribed  by  joint 
resolution  of  Congress,  approved  July  26,  1866,  and  such  notarial  expenses  as  were 
necessary  to  the  i)rosecuti()n  of  the  claims,  and  not  in  excess  of  the  amount  allowed  by 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  papers  were  executed;  also,  in  allowing  or  reject;rng 
advances  claimed  to  have  been  made  by  attorneys  and  agents.  In  deciding  these  points 
great  care  and  vigilance  have  been  required,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  operations  of  this 
branch  of  the  claim  division  have  becm  satisfiictorily  conducted. 

It  mav  be  important  to  mention  that  during  the  last  year  all  discharges  of  soldiers 
whose  claims  have  been  rejtu-ted  by  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  for  any  cause, 
have  been  forwarded  to  tins  office  'for  safe  delivery  to  them.  "While  this  arrangement 
has  devolved  u])on  this  office  much  additional  labor,  it  has,  nevertheless,  entirely  pre- 
cluded the  possil)ility  of  these  discharges  falliug  into  the  hands  of  the  wrong  persons, 
or  into  the  possession  of  unscrupulous  agents,  who,  by  withholding  the  discharges, 
might  defraud  the  claimants  by  exacting  a  fee  before  surrendering  the  same. 

This  office  lias  been  also  the'medium  of  stoi>ping,  or  suspending,  the  payment  of  cer- 
tificates issiu-d  in  settlement  of  claims  subseijuently  found  to  havt'  bci-n  fraudulent,  or 
to  be  contested.  It  is  believed  that  great  service  has  been  rendered  in  thus  preventing 
the  disbursement  of  funds  to  persons  not  actually  entitled. 

( inat  service  has  also  been  rendered  through  this  office  in  settling  many  cases  of  dis- 
l)uted  and  contested  claims  fin-  bounty  and  pension,  (especially  by  heirs,)  referred  to  it 
for  that  jmrpose  by  the  Second  Auditor  and  the  Connnissioner  of  Pensions. 

Many  thousand  dollars  have  been  recovered  likewise  from  claim  agents,  and  paid  to 
persons  entitled  thereto,  on  certificates  and  checks  issued  prior  to  March  29,  l-=()7,  and 
either  improperly  withheld  by  said  agents,  or  converted  and  appropriated  to  theii'  own 
use. 

Again,  a  large  number  of  claims  originally  filed  by  agents  who  had  relinquished 
the  Imsiness,  without  properly  transfi-rring  the  same,  as  well  as  by  those  who  have 
from  tinu!  to  time  been  suspended  from  practice  before  the  departments,  or  who,  having 
filed  the  claims,  became  disgusted  with  legislation  which  re.luced  the  fees  to  an  amount 
not  deemed  by  them  sutficient,  or,  jxtssibly,  iirefi-rreil  tliat  their  clients  should  not 
receive  the  bounty  to  which  they  were  entitled,  have  been  taken  up  by  this  ollice, 
prosecuted  to  final  settlement,  and  the  amounts  paid  to  the  claimants. 
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In  acconlniHH'  with  tliojoiiil  rcsoliilion  ()fC()ii,<;n'ss,  aiiprovcd  April  l(l,_lrtn9,  all  cor- 
tilieatt's  and  (ilieckstbr  coloi-ed  soldiers,  sailors,  and  tlioir  heirs,  have  Ixmmi  forwarded  hy 
tlic  Auditor  direct  to  this  Hnreau.  The  wisdom  of  this  rei;iilation  has  Ix^mi  niadc  ap- 
parent in  thus  preventinti  any  au'ent,  who  nufrjit  1>(«  so  disposed,  from  withholdinj;  such 
oertitieates  to  the  injury  of  tlicelaimants,  and  in  enabling  this  Bureau  to  know  at  ouce 
Avhat  claims  have  been  settled. 

The  correspondence  of  this  office,  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  bo,  very  largo,  not 
only  with  the  oflicors  of  tho  government  having  charge  of  tho  sottlomont  of  colored 
claims,  and  with  attorneys  and  agents,  entitled  to  f(;es,  &(•,.,  for  i)rosecution  of  the 
same,  but  also  directly  with  tho  claimants  themselves,  luunbersof  whomaro  constantly 
apjuying  Ibr  information  concerning  the  condition  of  their  claims,  for  ])rotection 
against  Tlishoncst  and  extortionate  agents,  or  for  payment  of  tlu;  amounts  due  them. 
Particular  attention  to  these  applications  and  inquiries  is  promptly  given  by  this 
office,  and  no  letter  is  allowed  to  go  uiuinswered. 

In  con(dusion,  it  is  not  too  nun-h  to  say  that  tho  records  of  this  office  clearly  show 
that,  without  the  protection  allbrded  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  and  their  heirs  by  joint 
resolutions  of  Congress,  approved  July  2(),  LStiG,  March  'iU,  IHiu,  and  Ai>ril  10,  1869, 
respectively,  and  the  persistent  and  zealous  labors  of  this  Bureau  to  protect  tho  inter- 
ests thereii'i  provided  ibr,  but  a.  small  ]iroportion  of  the  amounts  duo  to  such  claimants 
for  their  services  in  the  late  war  would  have  been  realized  by  them. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  bo,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  ob(>dient  servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  DP.EW, 
Agent  and  Chief  of  Claim  Division. 

Brevet  Major  General  0.  O.  Howard, 

Commissioner,  i^c. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tho  financial  opera- 
tions of  this  Bui-eau,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1869. 

REFUGEES  AND  FREEDMEN'S  FUND. 

As  stated  in  my  preceding  reports,  tho  money  derived  from  miscellaneous  sources  is 
termed  the  refugees  and  IVoedmen's  fund,  to  distinguish  it  from  regular  appropria- 
tions. Tho  following  statement  sliow\s  tho  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  this 
fund  during  the  year : 

Balance  on  on  hand  August  31,  1868 $lii,  ^05  74 

Received  as  follows  : 

From  clothing 447  57 

From  rent  of  buildings 2,680  98 

From  rent  of  lands..' 7,-2o0  45 

From  transportation ;  -  -  1^"  ■*" 

From  .subsist(ince  stores,  (amount  refunded  by  planters  for  supplies  fur- 
nished,   ^f\i.2~, ;? 

From  fi-eedmen's  fund 50, 2/  "2  oo 

201,475  18 

Expenditures : 

Government  farms,  (old  accounts) p6, 607  77 

Salaries  of  em])loyos,  (old  accounts) 30,  870  21 

Quartermaster's  department,  (old  accounts) 170  23 

Internal  rcvcinie,  (old  accounts) 424  90 

Schools 14r.,217  44 

Incidental  expenses I ,  ^23  26 

Total  expended I'^^-l,  513  81 

Balanc<i  on  hand  August  31 ,  1S(>9 1<>,  '><>!  37 

201,475  18 


The  term  "  Freedmen's  Fund  "  embraces  moneys  received  principally  from  the  sale  of 
old  Bureau  property. 
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Ari'uoriuATiox  irxD. 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1868 $3,598,636  68 

Aiijnoiniations: 
For  froi'dnion's   li(is[iit:il  at  Wasliiiigton,  D.   C. ;  Richmond,  Virginia; 

Vicksbiug,  Mississijiiti,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 50,000  00 

For  collection  and  [laynicnt  of  bounty,  prize  money,  &c.,  under  act  of 

March  '2l>.  1867,  for  the  fiscal  year  conunencing  J  illy  1,  1H69 214,  000  00 

Total 3, 862,  636  68 

Expenditures : 

Salaries  of  agents §278,  691  07 

Salaries  of  clerks 239,  049  05 

Stationery  and  i)rinting 31 ,  220  48 

Quarters  and  fuel 86, 148  46 

Clothing 22,  847  82 

Commissary  stores 238,  314  71 

^Medical  department 269,  568  46 

Transi)ortation,  ofticers  and  agents 107,  007  82 

Transportation,  freedmen 24,  969  65 

Transportation,  forage 30, 114  31 

Transportation,  stores 37, 208  35 

Superintendents  of  schools 32, 622  42 

School   buildings  and  asylums,  including  -construction,  rental  and  re- 
pairs  1 738,094  62 

Telegraphing  and  postage 17,  032  81 

Collection  and  xiayments  of  bounties,  &c 17,  321  49 

Total  expended 2,170,211  52 

Balance  in  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  August  31,  1869 269,  419  51 

Undrawn  fr( >m  Un ited  States  Treasury 1,  423,  005  65 

3, 862, 636  68 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1869 1,  692,  425  16 


Of  the  aboye  balance  about  §50,000  is  due  the  Internal  Reyenue  Department  for 
taxes  on  salaries. 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

Section  12,  public  act  No.  114,  of  July  16,  1866,  provides  that  "  the  commissioner 
shall  have  power  to  seize,  liold,  lease,  or  sell  all  l)uildings  and  tenements,  and  any 
lands  appertaining  to  the  same,  or  otherwise  formerly  held  undtu"  color-title  by  the 
late  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  not  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the  United  States, 
and  buililiugs  or  lands  held  in  trust  for  the  same,  by  any  person  or  persons,  and  to  use 
the,  or  apjiropriate  the  proceeds  derived  tlierefrom,  to  the  education  of  the  freed 
people." 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1868 $7,865  57 

Amount  received  during  the  year 7,  362  88 

Total 15,228  45 


EXl'EXDITURES. 


Salaries  of  teachers,  rental  and  repairs,  and  school  buildings $8, 247  68 

Balance  on  hand  August  31,  1869 6,980  77 

15,228  45 


This  is  considered  a  local  fund,  and  has  been  expended  in  the  districts  from  which 
it  has  been  derived. 

VAY,    150UXTY,    AXD   PRIZE-MOXKY   EUXD. 

Under  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  March  29, 1867,  it  was  enacted  that  all 
checks  and  treasury  certificates  to  be  issued  in  settlement  of  claims  for  pay,  bounty, 
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prizc-monoy,  ov  otluT  luonc.vs  due  to  cdlorcd  soldiers,  s:iilors,  or  inariiirs,  or  tlicir  Icj^al 
ivpiTstMitativos,  now  vosidiiijx  or  wlio  iiia\  have  rcsi.l.d  in  any  Htalc.  in  wliicli  slavery 
existed  in  I'^tU),  the  elaiiulor  which  has  l.ceii  or  may  he  i.roseeuted  hy  an  a,i;eiit  or  at- 
torney, shall  he  made  payahle  to  the  Coiiiniissioner  of  th(^  Frecdnien's  Hniean,  wlio 
shall  "pay  the  aijent  ov  attorney  his  le<^al  fees,  and  pay  the  halaneo  to  the  claiiiiaiit  on 
satisfactory  identitieation." 

Bahmeeon  hand  Angnst  31,  18fi8 C^l,  41:5,  718  00 

Amonnt  received  (hiring  the  year 'i,  "''^•',  •'>-5"i  *)1 

'p„,.,l 4, 14:?,  '2'M  ()1 

Amount  paid  elaimants  and  attornevs  during  the  year ft-2, '.>-2:?,  184  09 

'Balance  on  hand  August  31,  18tii> 1, 220,  006  52 

4, 143, 250  61 

Number  of  treasury  certificates  and  checks  received  during  the  year 14,  472 

Number  of  claimants  paid  during  the  year 14, 743 

The  closing  up  of  the  general  work  of  the  Bureau  on  the  1st  of  January,  1869.  and 
the  conse(iuent  reduction  of  the  olhcers  and  agents,  has  made  the  payment  of  these 
claims,  esi)ecially  in  remote  districts,  very  arduous.  Th(>  few  now  retained  tor  this 
duty  are  all  experienced,  reliahle  men,  who  have  heeu  in  the  service  of  the  Ihireau 
froin  its  lirst  organization,  and  in  addition  to  their  regular  duties  they  are  enabled  to 
rendt'r  valnahle  assistance  to  f)ther  departuu'uts  of  the  governmeut  in  ferreting  out 
frauds  and  bringing  the  otfenders  to  justice.  Every  agent  engaged  in  this  work  lias  to 
be  constantly  oil  the  alert  to  protect  claimants  from  lawless,  (k'signing  men,  who  act 
singly  and  in  concert  to  defraud  these  siddiers  of  their  money.  During  the  year  sev- 
eral well-laid  schemes  of  this  nature  have  been  brought  to  light  and  signally  defeated. 
When  it  is  considered  that  in  some  localities  the  prejudices  of  almost  the  entire  com- 
munity are  against  the  colored  man,  the  difficulty  of  protecting  him  in  his  just  rights 
will  be  better  understood. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resiioctfullv,  vour  obeilient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  BALLOCH, 
Jinret  BrbjadiiT  Gcticml,  and  Chief  Dishurs'nifj  Officer. 

Brevet  Major  General  0.  O.  IIowaud, 

Coiniit'ni-sioncr. 


Statement  ofrcceiptf:  and  expcndiluns  Hureau  of  Ihfugees,  Fveedmcn  and  Abandoned  Lands, 
front  January  1,  1865,  to  Anyust  1,  1869. 

EFXEIPTS. 

Appropriation 8^,  944,  4.50  00 

Do 3,836,300  00 

Apj>rf>])riation,  bounty -I'l.  """  '"* 

Appropriation,  liosi)ital 50,(100  00 

Approjiriation,  destitute  of  Washington 25,  (lOO  00 

Do   ^ 15,0(10  00 

Do 15,  0(J0  00 

Refugees  and  freedmen's  fund  : 

Freedmen's  fund !j;971,  844  58 

Clothing  tbr  destitution 10,351  70 

Gov.rnment  farms 193,295  50 

Rent  of  buildings 109, 101  63 

Rent  of  lands 2(;.-',  3.04  10 

Quartermaster's  Dei)art  m.'nt 12,  200  00 

Conscript  fund 13,  (139  06 

Sclu.ols 9-^,  940  m 

Transportation 1,  203  [H> 

Suhsistence  stores,  (refunded  to  planters) 125, 107  13 

1,803,991  34 

School  fund (;i,6.54  06 

Total  receipts 12,965,395  40 

*  This  balance  is  deposited  in  the  treasury  and  other  authorized  depositories  of  the  United  States. 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Appropriation  fund  to  August  31, 1869: 

Salaries  of  agents $928,158  05 

Salaries  of  clerks 1,  012, 520  63 

Stat  iouerv  and  printing 14(5, 745  43 

Quarters  and  fuel 420,  312  98 

Clothing  for  distribution 254,  319  43 

Conuuissarv  stores 2, 265,  301  26 

Medical  department 987,  614  50 

Transportation  of  ollicers  and  agents 327,  627  53 

Trausportat ion  of  freednien 210,  556  88 

Transportation  of  stores 166,  552  69 

Forage 134,264  00 

Superintendents  of  schools 76,  780  21 

Schools,  asylums,  &c 1,  86<J,  845  08 

Telegraphing  and  postage 72,  078  92 

Internal  revenue 4,981  55 

Southern  relief 407,344  21 

Agricultural  bureau 50,  000  00 

Collection  and  payment  of  bounties,  «Stc 17,321  49 

9,325,324  84 

For  destitute  of  Washington 25,000  00 

Do 15,000  UO 

Do 15,000  00 

Refugees  and  freedmen's  fund : 

Freednien's  fund $26, 773  57 

Clothing  for  distribution 98,  665  37 

Government  farm 53,  Sf^S  14 

Rent  of  buildings 65,  098  36 

Rent  of  lauds 37, 186  52 

Quartermasters'  department 181  49 

Conscript  fund 8,179  38 

Schools 594,175  07 

Transportation 26,  016  47 

Household   furniture 2,094  90 

Salaries  of  employees 70,  87  7  25 

Repairs  of  buildings 21,  475  93 

Contingent  expenditures 130,  627  01 

Internal  revenue 9,  980  51 

1,787,029  97 

School  fund 54,673  29 

Total  expenditures 11,249,028  10 

Balance  on  hand,  appropriation  fund,  August  31,  1869 1,  692,  425  16 

Balance  on  hand,  Refugees  and  Freedmen  fuiul,  August  31,  1869 16,  961  37 

Balance  on  hand,  school  fund,  August  31,  1869 6, 980  77 

12,965,S95  40 


